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PRINCESS MARINA PRAISES 


FINE NEW 


CENTRE 


Southampton Opening 


“THIS FINE CENTRE is a triumph for the Southampton 
and District Spastics Society.” With these words, H.R.H. 
Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, unveiled the commemora- 
tive plaque in the Dining Hall in the new building at Rose 
Road, Southampton, on Tuesday, May 2\st. 


The Spastics Society’s Royal Patron, who had flown in that 
afternoon to perform the opening ceremony, was wearing 
a striking ensemble of geranium-red, complete with Kossack- 
style shako, and was escorted by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Hampshire, Lord Ashburton, and Mr. W. A. Burn. 


“It was,” she said, “a good example of co-operation be- 
tween the local Group and the Society, and would make a 
vital contribution to those unable to benefit from education 


elsewhere.” 


ROUND 
TABLERS 
HELP 
OAKWOOD 


THE USUALLY QUIET Sun- 
day mornings at Oakwood have 
recently been transformed into 
a scene of busy activity. Cars 
coming and going, people to-ing 
and fro-ing carrying ladders 
and pieces of timber, and the 
sound of the hammer has been 
loud in the land. ; 

The Round Tablers of Col- 
chester and Colne haye been 
putting up partitions in two of 
the double bedrooms, convert- 


ing them into four long-awaited 


single studies. The design of the 
doubles was such as to allow 
this to be done and still leave 
doorways, windows, cupboards 
and wash-basins to serve their 
occupants as before. 

The cost of materials was 
only £20, a saving of over £50 
had the work been contracted 
out, and this was covered by 
the Round Table who gave 
freely of their time as well. 

Mr. E. Doherty, the Princi- 
pal, who is overwhelmed with 
their generosity, told Spastics 
News that, not content with 
this, the energetic Round 
Tablers, who include an archi- 
tect in their number, are now 
planning to raise £4,000 towards 
a much-needed new and larger 
Library/Assembly Room. 
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The new premises are for 
children aged two to 16. The 
project cost £85,000 of which 
the central Society has con- 
tributed £40,000. 


Mr. W. Englefield, chairman 
of the Southampton Group, 
said that it’ was the result of 
fifteen years’ hard work, un- 
dreamed of when they started 
looking after some of the most 
heavily handicapped children in 
the district in very poor cir- 
cumstances. To keep it going 
presented them with a big 
challenge, but they had never 
been daunted by difficulties—if 
they had, it would never have 
been built. 


GRATEFUL 


He was grateful to all the 
thousands of generous donors 
and helpers, particularly Mr. 
Knott, Mr. Ciupek, the archi- 
tect, Mr. G. T. Tear, and Mr. 


_PRESENTATION 


Fifteen-year-old Diana Selby presents a floral bouquet to 
Princess Marina at the opening of the new Southampton Centre. 


She was accompanied by her mother, Mrs. Selby. 


The Chair- 


man of the Spastics Society, Mr. W. A. Burn, is seen on the left. 


J. R. Miller, the builder. He 
had not only done the job at 
cost, but had also presented 
them with £1,000 towards the 
equipment. 

The Mayor of Southampton, 
Ald. G. W. Husband, J.P., in 
giving his address of welcome, 
recalled Princess Marina’s 
earlier associations with the 
town, and the Bishop of South- 
ampton, the Rt. Rev. K. E. N. 
Lamplugh, pronounced the 
blessing. 

A highlight of the occasion 


(Photo: Cumberland Studio). 


was when 15-year-old Diann 
Selby charmingly presented 
H.R.H. with a bouquet. 

After the ceremony, Her 
Royal Highness toured the 
Centre, which will provide nur- 
sery care, part-time education 
and therapy for 60 children, 
and a Family Help Service for 
short term residential care for 
12 children to relieve parents 
at times of crisis. 

For a full description of the 
Centre, see Spastics News, March 
1968 issue. 


Miss Tasmania at Meldreth 


Lovely apples—happy faces. 
(Photo: Cambridge News). 


ATTRACTIVE 19-YEAR-OLD 
DIANNE HAWARD, Miss Tas- 
mania 1968, visited Meldreth 
Training School on May 16th. 
After a visit to Melbourn vil- 
lage to see the church and the 
stocks, she was escorted by the 
Principal, Mr. G. H. Crabb, to 
Cherry Tree House where she 
and her chaperone were pre- 
sented with Victorian posies 
by the children, 


Dianne was delighted at this 
little gesture as it was the first 
time in her travels that she had 
been given flowers. The child- 
ren also sang for her some 
ditties which included ‘The 
Teddy Bears Picnic.’ 

She then went round to every 
child distributing Tasmanian 
apples from a huge crate. 

Dianne, who is a secretary 


title of Miss Amateur Football 
in 1967, and with the help of 
a committee of ten, raised 
$1.700 for charity while taking 
part in the ‘Quest.’ She will be 
away from home for over 5 
months on her tour, but no visit 
will have been more worth- 
while than the one she paid to 


‘ Meldreth. 


GROUP 
LOYALTY 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY, 
which runs over 100 schools 
and centres for spastics in 
Great Britain is proud—and 
grateful—to acknowledge the 
magnificent gestures made by 
two local Societies to assist the 
central organisation which is 
hard-pressed for money in 
meeting its commitments at 
this time. 

@The Isle of Wight 
Society has lent the national 
Society £1,000, free of 
interest. 

@The Crosby, Bootle and 
Litherland Society has lent 
£1,500 at only 2% interest. 
The sincere thanks of The 

Society, and of spastics them- 


selves go to these generous 


and fond: of sport, won \the} |>\groups. 
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|North Hampshire Appeal 
— over £10,000 already 


GOOD PROGRESS is being made with the North Hampshire 
appeal; a gift by the President of the Appeal Committee, Lord 
Ashburton, of 100 gns. brought it to £10,000, and another £250 
has since been subscribed. 

An extension to the Hampshire County Council Work Centre 
at Basingstoke to take 40 spastics is planned, and work will begin 
this year. Also in the pipeline is a Hostel for 25 adults which 
will be built by the Spastics Society. 

This splendid start to a worthwhile project has been fostered 
by Wessex R.O. Miss Charmian Mould, in close and friendly co- 
operation with local groups at Andover, Basingstoke, Winchester 
and Salisbury. 


Relax 
ina 
Radox 
bath 


After a hard day relax in a Radox bath. 
Have the water just comfortably hot. Slide right down in 
the bath. Linger in it for at least 10 minutes. 

Fatigue and tension just float away in warm water made 
soothing and fragrant by Radox. It’s a comfort to both 
tired mind and weary body. Your skin is left 
-smooth, soft and refreshed. Soap lathers 
better. Hardwater scum and ‘high tide marks’ 
are eliminated. A quick rinse with plain 
water and the bath is left clean and inviting. 
Then, off to bed: relaxed in body and mind. 
You'll sleep better and wake refreshed. 


Radox makes a bath special. 


. 
bn, 
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... everyone 


can play 
their part 


@ You—yes you—can 
actively support your local 
Spastics Week in a variety 
of ways if you live in or near 
Greater London, Essex or 
Durham. Here are just a few 
ideas. 


@ Support the events tak- 
ing place during the Weeks. 
And don’t just come your- 
self, bring your family and 
your friends. 

@ Help with a special 
appeal to Public Houses by 
distributing raffle tickets and 
prizes which we will supply. 


@ If you are young and 
healthy join us on_ the 
Charity Walk we are plan- 
ning. Even if you are not 
so young and healthy it may 
be just the exercise you 
need. 


@ Support your local 
group’s Jumble Sales, Coffee 
Mornings, Dances... not 
just physical help but 
IDEAS are needed. 

@ Display car - stickers 
and posters advertising your 
local Spastics Weeks. 


@ Join our Young Com- 
mittee in bringing a new 
look and help them run their 
special events for youngsters 
of all ages. 


@ For more information 
about how you can “do your 
bit” contact your local 
group or the Spastics Weeks 
Organiser right away. 


And if you don’t live in 
London, Durham, or Essex, 
don’t forget there will be 
Weeks in Hampshire, North 
Merseyside and Lincolnshire 
in September. And _ the 
National Spastics Week next 
year will give everyone 
throughout the country an 
opportunity to play their 
part. 
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“Time to Help Spastics” is a slogan millions of people! 
jall over the country will soon be seeing with the start 


of the series of pilot schemes which will pave the way 


for next year's big National Spastics Week. 


STAR-STUDDED LAUNCH 
FOR ESSEX PIONEERS 


THE OFFICIAL OPENING of the extension to Wakes Hall and Garden Party on 
Sunday, June 23rd, will provide a star-studded event to launch the first of this year’s 
Spastics’ Weeks—the Essex Spastics’ Week. 

The opening ceremony will be performed by the Marchioness of Tavistock—President 
of the Stars Organisation for Spastics which established and maintains Wakes Hall. Among 
others supporting this event will be S.0.S. Chairman, Leslie Crowther. 


This major attraction coin- 
ciding with the first day of the 
Essex Spastics’ Week is the 
first of many attractive events 
arranged for the week June 
23rd—29th by the seven Local 
Groups and seven National 
Centres in Essex. 


The three reasons for 
organising this Spastics’ 
Week are to (1) highlight 
the needs of spastics in 
Essex, (2) inform the 
general public of what is 
already being done by 
groups and Centres in 
Essex and (3) to raise 
funds. In addition it will 
provide information for 
guide lines for _ the 
National Spastics’ Week to 
be run during 1969. 


"Fascinating " 


Essex has had a long and 
fascinating history of pioneer- 
ing with The Spastics Society in 
establishing Local Groups and 
National Centres. The old 
“Essex Group” (now the Brain- 
tree and North West Essex 
Spastics Society) was estab- 
lished in 1952 and was one of 
the original groups in the 
country, and through the efforts 
of this first group in Essex 
many spastics were helped, 
many lessons learnt as to how 
local groups should operate, 
and through a very generous 
donation and continued support, 
Prested Hall—the first of The 
Society’s National Centres was 
established in 1955. 


New Groups 


After the Essex Group and 
Prested Hall came groups at 
Colchester, Southend and 
Clacton; National Centres at 
Southend (The Arundel), 
Clacton (The Bedfont), Jacques 
Hall; The Grange at Kelvedon 
and Oakwood, Wakes Hall, 
which is controlled by the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics More 
recently new groups have been 
established at Chelmsford, 
Thurrock and as recently as 


Diary dates... 


Some of the major functions 
arranged to take place during 
the “Week” are:— 


Wakes Hall Official Opening 
and Garden Fete, Sunday 23rd; 
Clay Pigeon Shoot at Braintree 
(32 teams competing), Saturday 


29th; Feering Folk Festival at 
Prested Hall (including Bar- 


becue), Friday 28th; Ladies 
Football Match, Clacton (Clac- 
ton Ladies v. London Ladies 
Team), Sunday 30th; Jacques 
Hall Garden Fete, Saturday 
29th; Oakwood Centre—Fete, 
Saturday 29th; The Bedfont 
Garden Fete; House to House 
Collections and Flag Days 
throughout the week at Chelms- 


March of this year, Basildon. 
When the groups’ and 
Centres in Essex were asked to 
organise a “Spastics Week” in 
1968 it was immediately accep- 
ted by all concerned and the 
Chairman of the District Com- 
mittee, Mr. E. F. Disborough, 
who is also Vice-Chairman of 
the Friends of Wakes Hall, 
said recently that through the 
publicity associated with the 


ford, Thurrock, Thundersley, 
Benfleet; Special Church Ser- 
vices will be held at Clacton, 
Southend and Grays. 

In addition many other func- 
tions have been arranged both by 
groups and other organisations 
offering assistance. Film Shows, 
Public Meetings, Exhibitions, 
Dances, and The Spastics Society’s 
Homework Section stall display- 
ing goods for the whole week at 
Clacton ‘will make the “Week” 
a success. 


Essex Spastics are NEWS 
this month and our thanks 
go to the Stars who will get 
the publicity ball rolling 
for us on the first day— 
JUNE 23rd. 


Essex Spastics’ Week it is 
hoped that many spastics not 
already known to groups will 
be contacted, and although this 
may mean additional services 
to be provided and additional 
expense—the challenge will be 
accepted “as it is our duty to 
help those who cannot help 
themselves, and to help those 
spastics that can—to help 
themselves.” 


‘We'll do 
better’ say 


Durham 


DURHAM SPASTICS WEEK, 
commencing on Sunday, 6th 
July, is the most Northern of 
the pilot weeks being held this 
year. And the three groups 
taking part, Durham, Sunder- 
land and Darlington are out to 
prove that anything the South 
can do the North can do better. 
After all it was just over the 
border in Yorkshire that the 
first ever Spastics Week was 
held only last summer. 

A giant. “door-knock” is 
the main event of the Week 
and this major fund-raising 
effort will take up most of 
the time and resources of the 
groups. But this does not 
mean that other events will 
not take place — far from 
it. Coffee mornings, bazaars, 
film shows and open days 
are among the events being 
held. 


Full details of Durham 
Spastics Week plans will appear 
in the next edition of Spasties 
News. 


Spastics | 
Weeks are a 


Golden 
Opportunity 


THE MAN WITH THE TASK of 
co-ordinating this year’s Regional 
Weeks and planning National 
Spastics Week in 1969 is 
Michael Reynolds. He took up 
his appointment as Spastics 
Week Organiser only last 
month, but is no stranger to 
the work of the Society as he 
joins us from Murray Milne Ltd., 
our Public Relations advisers. 

A graduate of Exeter Univer- 
sity—his Sociology degree may 
help him appreciate many of the 
social problems which face the 


Mr. Michael Reynolds. 


Society—Michael Reynolds sees 
one of his main tasks as arousing 
the enthusiasm of us al] for 
Spastics Weeks. 

He told “Spastics News” that 
these projects are ones in which 
everyone could feel involved and 
play an invaluable part. Spasties 
Weeks represented a _ golden 
opportunity for the Society and 
its affiliated local Groups to pro- 
ject themselves to the general 
public and to raise funds to 
support their work. 

“Many of us,” he said, “are 
now working te make this year’s 
Weeks a success, but we must 
not forget that our prime task 
is to build up to National Spastics 
Week, next year. In future issues 
of ‘Spastics News’ I shall be 
explaining how we ean al] econ- 
tribute to this nation-wide 
effort.” 


Cricket, lovely cricket 
for London 


On Sunday, July 14 (start of 
the Greater London Campaign) 
an S.0.S. team will meet 
famous sportsmen in a ericket 
match at the Aorangi Ground, 
Wimbledon. 


Among the stars on parade 
will be Leslie Crowther, David 
Jacobs, Brian Rix, Cardew 


Robinson and John Slater. The 
match starts at 2.30 p.m. and 
is being generously sponsored 


AT THE WEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE: on the terrace of Queens Building, Exeter University— (left 
to right): Peter J. H. Pope, West R.O., Mr. F. G. T. Pearce, West Regional Chairman, Miss J. Markham 


(a speaker), the Mayor of Exeter, Ald. Ronald E. C. Board, Mrs. Gwyneth Dunwoody, 
i whe» presided, Dr Margaret~ Griffiths (a speaker), the Sheriff of Exeter, Ald. P. F. Brooks, and Mrs. Kay 


Vranch, Secretary of Exeter Spastics Society. 


M.P. for Exeter, 


(Photo: Western Times). 


by Wimbledon Rotary Club. 
Other S.0.S. events during the 
Week will be a reception at the 
Martini Suite, New Zealand 
House and a giant Bring and 
Buy Sale at the Prince of Wales 
Theatre. 


The West End of London will 
be the scene of three major ex- 
hibitions during Spastics Week. 
The Society is taking over 800 
sq. ft. in Bourne and Hollings- 
worth’s in Oxford Street for 
displays of photographs, handi- 
crafts, jewellery and Christmas 
cards, while a simiJar exhibition 
is to be held at William 
Whiteley’s store in Queensway, 
W.2. At Selfridges’ famous 
Oxford Street store, the accent 
will be on art from the Society’s 
schools and centres for a 
special display on the fourth 
floor. 


Film Shows 


Shoppers in the Oxford Street 
area will have only to turn 
down Regent Street to the New 
Gallery Cinema where _ pro- 
grammes of the Society’s films 
will be showing at lunch-times 
throughout the Week. A special 
evening presentation of the 
films will take place on ‘\hurs- 
day, 18th July to attract late 
night shoppers. 


An encouraging feature of 
Greater London Spastics Week 
is the support being given by 
the “Right Now” Committee of 
young Londoners. They are 


Time to help 


Be SPASTICS 


planning a spectacular Dandy 
Ball at the Dorchester Hotei at 
which they not only expect to 
have a great deal of fun but 
to raise a lot of money for 
spastics. Members of the Com- 
mittee are also organising a 
Charity Walk at the beginning 
of the Week and a Barbecue 
right at the end. 


Money raised centrally during 
the Week will go to the 
new Fitzroy Square Centre 


The accent will not be en- 
tirely on Central London for 
each of the local Groups in the 
area is planning mini-Weeks 
to raise funds for local projects. 
Among the ideas being put into 
operation are midnight mati- 
nees at local Cinemas, collect- 
ing fountains at railw ay 
stations, garden fetes, dances, 
coffee mornings and _ exhibi- 
tions. 


House-to-house collections 
during the Week are also being 
organised by some Groups in 
an effort to boost their funds. 
In short, the London Groups are 
really “going to town” to make 
Greater London Spastics Week, 
1968 a huge success. 


Full details on local Group’s 
activities can be obtainec from 
secretaries and by keeping an 
eye on your local press. 


Your London 
Diary Dates 


SUNDAY, 
Cricket 


14 July: S.O.S. 
Match, Wimbledon. 
Charity Walk. MONDAY, 15 
July: Opening exhibition at 
Selfridges (all week). Opening 
exhibition at Bourne & Hol- 
lingsworth (all week). Luneh- 
time film show at New Gallery 
Cinema (all week). 5.30 p.m., 
8.0.8. reception at New Zea- 
land House. TUESDAY, 16 
July: Opening exhibition at 


William Whiteley’s (all week). 
11.30 a.m., 8.0.8. Bring ana Buy 
Sale at Prince of Wales 
Theatre. WEDNESDAY, 17 
July: Official opening of Fitz- 
roy Square Centre. THURS. 
DAY, 18 July: 8.0 p.m. Film 
Show at New Gallery Cinema. 
FRIDAY, 19 July: Dandy Ball 
at Dorchester Hotel. SATUR- 
DAY, 20 July: Barbecue. 
(Venue to be announced later). 


JUNE 1968 


When to 
modify 


or start 
afresh 


AT A RECEPTION GIVEN by 
the Disabled Living Activities 
Group at — appropriately 
enough — The Housing Centre, 
Suffolk Street, S.W.1, an in- 
valuable new booklet on design 
for the disabled was launched. 


Entitled An Introduction to 
Domestic Design for the Dis- 
abled, this is the result of many 
years’ experience and original 


~ research by the author, Mr. 


Felix Walter, F.R.1.B.A., and 
other members of the group. It 
ie reviewed for us on page 10 
by Mr. Richard Gray, Head of 
the Society’s Architectural Sec- 
tion. 


Of the first 


importance 
JS BG SE 


Mr. Walter explained that 
this booklet was compiled out 
of sheer necessity. A bulky 
volume is in existence which 
most people don’t have the 
time to digest, but by the large 
number of enquiries received 
by the group, it was obvious 
that the subject was of the first 
importance both to Local 
Authorities and private people 
and architects. 


He had found that modifying 
plans already in existence was 
rarely the best means of pro- 
viding what was wanted by 
wheel-chair users and other 
handicapped people. It was 
better to start afresh, but at 
the same time flexibility was 
important. He particularly 
wished to draw attention to 
his use of brackets supporting 
things like wash-basins, that 
could be raised or lowered to 
the height required by a-par- 
ticular tenant of the premises. 


The booklet was intentionally 
brief, but is carefully indexed 
for reference and has the 
appropriate drawings facing 
every page. 


Experimental 


Design Centre 


Lady Hamilton, the Chair- 
man, said that they had taken 
over a derelict house in Hamp- 
stead to use as an experimental 
design centre for ramps and the 
space needs of wheel-chairs, 
etc., and she hoped everybody 
in this field would consider 
their findings useful. 

Certainly, in a small com- 
pass, a wide range of informa- 
tion is brought together, on 
siting of dwellings, garages, 
covered approaches, refuse dis- 
posal, windows and ventilation, 
ete. 


The booklet costs 12/6d. 
(post free) and is available 
from the D.L.A.G., 39 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


POSTSCRIPT: Mr. Oliver Denly, 
who had arranged an interesting 
display of photographs showing 
the difficulties many wheel-chair 
people suffer in getting into or 
out of public buildings, experi- 
enced the same difficulty in leav- 
ing the Housing Centre! Two 
flights of steps and narrow stairs 
had to be negotiated with the 
help of two people to carry him. 


HOLIDAY 
ISLE OF WIGHT CARAVAN: 


CHRISTCHURCH CARAVAN: 


Mrs. W. Stephenson, 


- Bournemouth. 
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VACANCIES 
June 15th to July 13th. September 14th to the end of the month. 


June 15th to July 6th. September 7th to the end of the month. 
ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE MADE TO:— 
| —-: 161, Queen Park Avenue, 


: ete G3 : 


| Telephone No.: Bournemouth 33105. 
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YOU write to US 


Please address your letters to: 
The Editor, Spastics News, The Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London, 
W.1., and print your address clearly at the end of the letter. There is 10s. 6d. 


ANIMALS? 


Dear Editor, 


I am sure you will be interested to read a letter from 
a 20-year-old girl which appeared recently in our local 
paper under the heading “Have we a warped sense of 


values?” 

Part of the letter goes as 
follows:— 

“. .. Those who do voluntary 
work free of charge are very 
largely considered to be soft, 
taken for granted, tolerated. 

But if one is connected to 
any society which caters for 
animals, this is regarded as 
being much more worthy than 
serving the human race. 

My brother tramped miles of 
streets in Newcastle collecting 
for the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade last year. The result 
was £3 lls. 1d. I spent hours 
in the streets collecting for 
spastics and collected £4 17s. 1d. 


Public warped ? 


A neighbour gave two and a 
half hours of her time collect- 
ing for a national animal 
society—result, £8 12s. 

This makes me wonder if the 
entire thinking of the British 
public is not warped. We put 
animals before human beings, 
so how can we hope to show 
the rest of the world we are 
sober-minded to our own 
needs? 

This also makes me feel un- 
certain about remaining in 
Britain. Is there any future, 
have we right-thinking people 
anywhere? 

My own generation are far 
from a credit to themselves, 


Carole Standingford and 
Ian Posnett after their wedding 
which recently took place at St. 
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‘62. Club girl weds 


but it seems animals have dom- 
inated the British way of life 
for several hundreds of years. 
Our values are not sound ob- 
viously ...” 

It is true in most cases that 
animals come before human 
beings. I am not saying that 
animals should not be taken 
care of, but human beings 
should come first. Children 
and adults who are disabled 
should definitely come first. 


Yours sincerely, 
JOHN PUDNEY. 
Angers House, Liverpool. 


COVENTRY AND  DIS- 
TRICT’S new venture is a 
specially-built holiday bungalow 
on the N. Wales coast at Pres- 
tatyn. 

With special non-slip flooring, 
sliding doors and ramps to en- 
able chair-bound spastics to 


ENCOURAGED BY 
STATEMENT .. . 


Dear Editor, 


As a consultant psychiatrist working in the field of mental 
subnormality, I was considerably encouraged by Mr. James 
Loring’s public admission in “The Director Writes” that “approxi- 
mately half of all spastics suffer from some degree of intellectual 


impairment.” 


In the past I have felt that 
the Society was maintaining an 
artificial distinction between 
spastics and the mentally sub- 
normal, which was often unkind 
to the parents of those who 


John’s Church, Farnham Com- 


mon, Bucks. 

Carole has just been re- 
elected as secretary of the 
Slough ’62 Club and several 
club members were among the 
guests at her wedding. The 
couple also belong to Farnham 
Common Sports Club where 
they act as scorer and umpire 
at cricket matches. 

Although she now lives in 
Maidenhead, Carole intends to 
keep up her work for the 
Slough ’62 Club, while [an 
hopes to make himself. useful 
by providing transport for Club 
members. 
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showed no sign of cerebral 


palsy, but who, in many cases, 
were less severely mentally 
handicapped than many more 
obvious spastics. 


Certainly, the Society has not 
in the past appeared very in- 
terested in spastics in mental 
subnormality hospitals. 


Mr. Loring says The Spastics 
Society would willingly co- 
operate with other voluntary 
bodies with the same concern 
about the fate of spastics who 
are also mentally handicapped. 


I hope the Society will extend 
their offer of co-operation to 
the hospitals for the mentally 
subnormal. Those of us in hos- 
pital are concerned about all 
our patients and have been 
waiting for this to happen for 
a very long time. 


Yours sincerely, 


W. A. HEATON-WARD. 
(Consultant Psychiatrist). 
75, Pembroke Road, Clifton, 
Bristol, 8. 


Societys 
duty 


Dear Editor, 

A great deal of publicity has 
recently been given to remarks 
made at Spastics Society meet- 
ings about conditions in mental 
sub-normality hospitals. It is 
important that this problem 
should be brought out into the 
open, but in doing so the 
Society should not forget its 
duty towards the more intelli- 
gent spastic. 

We (the educable ones) have 
been given a great deal of 
material help in the past and it 
is only right that the intellect- 
ually under-privileged should 
now take a turn. 

However, if the Society iden- 
tifies itself completely with the 
sub-normality question, the 
general public will soon think 
that all spastics are sub-normal. 
Please don’t desert us now. 


Yours sincerely, 
ELIZABETH MILLER (Miss) 
London, W.C.1. 


(enme= aigtesW ofan) 


for each letter published sent by a spastic. 


CHILDREN OR 
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move around safely, the bun- 
galow will be available to fam- 
ilies with a spastic child or even 
to two or three spastics on holi- 
day with a voluntary helper 
while their parents have a sep- 
arate holiday. 


Mr. George Shephard, Cov- 
entry’s chairman, told Spastics 
News that this holiday home 
was something the Group have 


wanted for a long time, as it . 


was often difficult to find suit- 
able hotels or guest houses. 

The local Society’s Welfare 
Officer, Mrs. Bessie Smith, has 
been a pioneer of the scheme to 
raise £5,000 for the project. 

A local Country Club helped 
on the total by donating £100 
cheque recently, which makes 
their total contributions in less 
than two years almost £250. 


Julie wants 
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She soon 
saw the 


benefit 


Dear Editor, 


As a reader of Spastics News 
from the first edition, I look 
forward to it every month. I 
was a little taken aback at the 
first of the new series with the 
March issue, as it was so un- 
expected. Before my unsteady 
hands touched it, I knew it 
would soon look like an old 
tatty newspaper, before filing 
it away for further references 
for future use, as I did with 
the glossy, “easy-for-a-spastic- 
to-handle” edition. 


But looking through it, I 
soon saw the benefit of it, to 
attract the able-bodied to read 
it, who after all we want to 
know more about us and what 
can and is done to help us all 
individually through The Spas- 
tics Society. 


I would like to see it lying 
around in all public buildings 
where people have to wait for 
others. 


Yours sincerely, 
Marjorie Chappell (Miss) 


Winterbourne Stickland, 
Blandford, Dorset. 


a pen-friend 


25-year-old Julie Crockford 
would like to contact a boy or 
girl pen-friend with similar 
tastes, pets, clothes, pop- 
records. She is rather badly 
handicapped with arthritis as 
well as spasticity, but intelli- 
gent and _  attractive—witness 
the picture left. 

Write to: Miss J. Crockford, 
8 Kenmore Crescent, Hayes, 
Middlesex. 


White, 


ONLY 


BRISTOL, 3._ 


OUTSTANDING | 
BARGAIN ! 


MEN’S NYLON SHIRTS 


Neat Stripe or Neat Check 
Sizes 144” to 17” collar 
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(Part Post & Packing 1/1) 


2 for £2 post free 
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THE 
DIRECTOR 
WRITES... 


ONE OF THE MOST important 
parts of the Society’s organi- 
sation is that which links it 
directly with its affiliated 
Societies. This is the Regional 
Organisation and the Re- 
gional Organisation is the 
Society’s diplomatic service. 
It is through this service that 
messages can be flashed to 
and from the Groups and to 
and from the Society. It can 
also provide an all-important 
screening and _ interpreting 
of popular opinion. 


The Regional Officer’in the field 
must not only be highly in- 
telligent and a good and 
humane man or woman but 
he must also have sufficient 
maturity and judgement to be 
able to interpret and evaluate 
what he is told and decide 
what should and should not 
be passed back to London. 

It is not surprising that in a 
Society which has grown so 
rapidly the Regional Organi- 
sation should have ex- 
perienced more than its fair 
share of stresses and strains 
during the past ten years. It 
would have been strange in- 
deed if the Society had 
succeeded in more than doub- 
ling its forces and services on 
the ground without its dip- 
lomatic representatives 
having to cope with the less 
attractive side effects of such 
a dynamic expansion. 

Much of the practical difficulty 
in the past has stemmed from 
our expecting our Regional 
Officers to be supermen. They 
have had to bear the full 
brunt of every anxiety, worry 
and criticism of the many 
facets of our work expressed 
responsibly or irresponsibly 
by every worker in the field 
and deal with all these in a 
positive and productive 
fashion. 

This is too much for any one 
man and the new Regional 
Organisation, which will see 
our present thirteen Regions 
become six, each to have in 
due course a full staff, will 
produce a more rational] and 
sensible use of good man- 
power. 

Changes of ‘this sort inevitably 
bring in their train personal 
disappointment and some- 
times a sense of loss; for 
example, under the new 
arrangement the Wessex 
Region which has done so 
well is to be divided between 
two of the new supra-Regions. 
However, I am quite certain 
that when the new Organisa- 
tion is established, and when 
each of the six new admini- 
strative centres has its proper 
complement of staff, many of 
the fears and anxieties will 
fade away and it will be seen 
that the “six-Region Organi- 
sation” is the right one for 
the future. 

Many will feel sad at the pass- 
ing of the old arrangements, 
but even more will be re- 
assured that the Society con- 
tinues to be sufficiently 
dynamic to change its Organi- 
sation to suit changing cir- 
cumstances rather than wait 
until an established way of 
doing things becomes an out- 
moded irritation to us all. 

J. A. LORING. 


From §PASTICS NEWS 
— Ten Years Ago 


SITTING IN HIS WHEELCHAIR 
at Peterborough station, waiting 
for a train to take him back to 
Sherrards, John Cunnington was 
approached by a stranger who 
thrust a package into his arms. 
Smiling, the man said, “Take 
this, but do not open it until 
you get to your destination.” 
When opened, the package was 
found to contain £139 in Treasury 
notes. Subsequent enquiries re- 
vealed nothing sinister and John 
was able to enjoy the Good 
Samaritan’s generosity. 


DISNEY CHEQUE PRESENTATION 


Be 
s 


SHERRY and 


SYMPATHY 


The Director, Mr. James Loring, was pleased to receive a cheque for £1,500 from Mr. Cyril James 
(extreme left), Managing Director of Walt Disney Productions Ltd. 
Wiata, John Horsley, Chairman of S.0.S., and Leslie Crowther, Maudie Edwards, Vera Lynn and Stephanie 


AT AN INFORMAL §sget- 
together in the Director’s office 
at Park Crescent on May Ist, 
two cheques were presented by 
Mr. Cyril James, the Managing 
Director of Walt Disney Produc- 
tions. 

One, for £1,000 went to the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics 
and was gratefully received by 
David Jacobs, the other for 
£1,500 was accepted by Mr. 
James Loring, for the Society. 

These magnificent gifts were 
the shares of the royalties from 


Voss. 


specially issued last Christmas 
to commemorate his death. 
Launched last spring (See 
Spastics News, April, 1967) the 
release went well, selling over 
20,000 copies at £1 each. 

It featured extracts from Dis- 
ney productions from “Snow 
White” to “Mary Poppins” and 
was well boosted by the D.Js on 
Radio 1, but the stricter regula- 
tions over plugs on B.B.C. T.V. 
did not help. The E.M.I. distrib- 
utors co-operated nobly, how- 
ever. 

The profits were divided be- 


Also there were Messrs. Inia-Te- 


tween Walt’s favourite charity, 
the California Institute of the 
Arts, and one charity in each 
country where the record was 
sold. We were the lucky ones 
in the U.K. 

Some members of the S.O.S. 
came along for the ceremony, 
including Leslie Crowther, the 
Chairman, Don Moss, Mary 
Peach and John _ Horsley. 
Maudie Edwards chatted to 
Vera Lynn about the latter’s 
impending trip to Holland to 
appear in a charity show for 
the disabled over there. 


Gossip from the 


SHROPSHIRE 


SELL 80,000 
CARDS 


MR. E. COWEN REPORTS 
that the Shropshire Society sold 
a record number of Christmas 
cards last year — a total of 
80,000, which brought in the 
sum of £2,000. 

The Local Society benefits to 
the tune of £725 from this very 
successful drive which was or- 
ganised by Mr. & Mrs. Field- 
house of Shrewsbury and Mrs. 
Dees in the Wrekin area. 

This was not only a record 
for the Group but it has also 
been established that it tops the 
sales in any other part of the 
country. — 

It comes at a very opportune 
moment for the Group, because 
later this year they are plan- 
ning a third holiday bungalow 
and this windfall will pay a 
good part towards it. 

One of their members, Mrs. 
Dubois, also organised a House- 
to-House Collection which pro- 
duced the useful sum of £278. 


EXTENSION TO 
WORTHING CENTRE 


THERE HAS BEEN an in- 
creased demand for places at 
the training centre run by the 
Worthing, Littlehampton and 
District Spastics Society, and to 
accommodate the extra trainees 
the shop, which is part of the 
centre, will have to close. 

Mrs. Betty Howes, a commit- 
tee member said, “It means 
taking this step or putting the 
trainees on a rota, which none 
of them wants as they have 
benefited so much under the 


the 45-minute Walt Disney L.P. 


On the Prevalence of Blood-Sports 


S WITH EVERYTHING ELSE in 

this progressivist era, blood-sports 
too must progress, and by golly have 
they not! 

The old English sport of kicking a 
man* when he’s down has been further 
refined by the use of metal-tipped 
shoes, first used by an unknown hero 
in the Margate Beach Riots of ’*58—a 
date which will surely go down in 
history with those of the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs or the Peterloo Massacre. 

On that famous occasion, quite a 
number of beach-chairs were burnt, 
but only a few bystanders got hurt. 


BETTER result was however re- 
corded at the London School of 
Economics last year. There it was no 
ragtag and bobtail of mindless louts, 
but the elite of our Educational System, 
the brains, the future leaders of com- 
merce, industry and politics, who 
organised a sit-down strike followed 
by a demonstration in the building. 
When the mob surged through the 
corridors, intent, one would hope, on 
hanging the Principal from the nearest 
lamp-post at the very least, and they 
- were opposed by an elderly porter who 
attempted to bar the way, be became 
a victim of his own intransigence, he 
was crushed and afterwards died of a 
heart attack. 

Thus perished Mr. Huskisson, 
M.P., at the opening of the Liverpool 
—Manchester Railway—an unfortun- 
ate accident of the irresistible march 
of technology. 


OOTBALL too, claims its triumphs. 
It is not enough for partisan 
rivalry to be expressed by the crowds 
on the terraces by hails of broken 


by 


TOUCHSTONE 


bottles onto the field, but when the 
kissing has to stop, the fans work off 
their joy at success or justifiable fury 
at failure by wrecking the home-bound 
train. Other travellers usually only get 
a fright, but the latest epic deed is 
that of an over-excited supporter of 
a winning team who stabbed a youth 
in the back who happened to be 
standing on the platform when the 
train drew in. 

It is not clear whether he survived 
or whether his name too should be 
added to the roll of those who have 
fallen so that the human race should 
evolve to higher things. 

As elsewhere, the coloured peoples 
have not been slow to emulate the 
selfless idealism of the white races, 
but Tony Locke only sustained a cut 
and a bruise from a well-aimed rock 
during the W.I. Test Cricket Tour. An 
imaginative use of a cricket stump 
would surely have been more effective. 


"THERE is no need to weep for the 

passing of fox-hunting; there are 
more packs supported by more people 
than ever before, but if only those 
blood-red Colonels half as old as time 
would pass away, what a field day 
there would be! Foxes could be shot 
or gassed at any time of year, a vixen 
heavy with cubs in April would be a 
worthy target for a sawn-off shot gun! 
And the thought of the pheasants, 
grouse and deer that would come to 
the larder of everyman if the game 
laws were repealed, makes the mouth 
water. 

The rustic villain has no monopoly 
of outlets for his Sado-Masochistic 
tendencies however; in towns and 
cities all over the country, vicarious 


HUGH’S VIEW 
OF A 
BLOOD-RED COLONEL 
HALF AS OLD AS TIME 


orgasms of pleasure at the cruelties 
and bestialities of James Bond take 
place in every picture-house. 

And manhood can readily be proved 
by stuffing the nostrils of police horses 
with burning cigarette ends. 

Brave New World indeed. 

*or woman; this since the Leeds University 
episode. 


excellent supervision of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Bracewell. 

“If it is at all possible to 
overcome the difficulty of the 
stairs we shall eventually use 
the rooms on the first floor for 
more spastics.” 

Mrs. Howes added that the 
society was hoping to take a 
shop nearer the town centre, 
perhaps twice a year for a 
short period and from there 
sell the bric-a-brac given by 
supporters. 


LEGACY 
FOR BEDFORD 


SOME TIME AGO a Bedford 
jeweller, Mr. Humphreys, died, 
leaving the residue of his estate 
to be divided between three 
local charities. On May 2, 1968 
the Chairman of the Bedford 
branch of the National Provin- 
cia] Bank, one of the executors, 
handed over to the Group a 
cheque for £250, the first instal- 
ment of this most welcome 
legacy. 

The Group’s Centre, Drayton 
House, Bedford, provides serv- 
ices both for child and adult 
spastics. It has recently raised 
funds for a splendid hydro- 
therapy pool, and has arranged 
with the help of the Spastics 
Society the provision of a pas- 
senger lift. This legacy has 
therefore been most gratefully 
received, as it will assist the 
Centre to continue its vital 
services to local spastics. 


Part of the new conveyor belt 
which has led to a ten-fold in- 
crease in output at the Ipswich 
and East Suffolk spastics work- 
shop. Firewood is chopped at the 
centre and packed into specially 
made carrier bags for the cus- 
tomers. 


2224222222222] 
CAMBRIDGE CATCH 


Cambridge and District 
Sea Angling Society recently 
held a fishing contest on 
Southwold beach. The event 
was organised by Mr. Harry 
Chambers and entrance fees 
were donated to the Cam- 
bridge and District Spasties 
Society, who, in turn, had 
given a cup to be presented 
to the winner. £120 was 
raised. 


~ewreeeeeetetllllk 
WALTHAMSTOW — 
STILL LOOKING 


DURING THE PAST TWELVE 
months Walthamstow Spastics 
Society has unsuccessfully 
searched for shop premises in 
the area, 

At its annual meeting at the 
Alice Burrell Centre, Leyton, 
the Chairman, Mrs. Joan 
Bishop, said it would continue 
to look for a permanent centre 
where it could sell goods made 
by spastics. 

“Transport is one of our 
greatest difficulties. We owe a 
considerable debt to the Rotary 
Club for driving our spastics 
around during the past winter,” 
she added. 
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“J think charities — especially 
those connected with the 
churches — deserves everyone’s 
support. 


pose questions of interest to spastics and the Society. This time 


we asked: ‘Is it right that charities have to appeal for funds 


to keep going and are charities generally doing a good job?’ 


“I think the deserving chari- 
ties get ample support from 
people who have sympathy with 
their causes and appeals. I 
really can’t think of a_ better 
way of raising money.” 
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PHOTO-QUOTES is a new feature which from time to time will 
| 
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THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
PAY MORE™ 


IT SEEMS THAT LON- 
DONERS believe charities 
generally are doing a good 
job. But there is also an 
inherent suspicion—brought 
about no doubt, by past 
infamous exposés of some 
charities — that overhead 
expenses are sometimes high. 
The average “man in the 
street” is entitled to his 
view. To find out more about 
their views on a_ specific 
question we sent a reporter 
and photographer on a street 
roving commission. Their 
report is iiluminating and 
perhaps, a bit surprising. 


Television administration 
manager Mrs. Ann Faulkner, 
aged 35, of Longfields, Ongar, 
Essex, said: “Charities have 
done wonderful work in the 
past and I think they still have 
a part to play. 

“But I don’t think that in 
this modern age handicapped 
people should rely on gifts 
from people in the street. 

“It would be better if there 
was a gradual change-over to 
government sponsorship, so 
that the money needed came 
automatically.” 


Society are doing a wonderful 
job. 
“Nevertheless, an awful lot 
of needy people are slipping 
through and getting too little 
help. I don’t like to see needy 
people relying on kindness 
alone — there sometimes isn’t 
enough of it around. 

“I think even more money 
should be contributed directly 
by the welfare state, and that 
local authorities should pitch in 
as well.” 


eae eet 

Messenger Mr. Joseph Clark, 
aged 44, of Thessaly Road, Bat- 
tersea, said: “Most charities, 
like the one for spastics, are 
run quite well and seem to get 
good support. 

“But I think there is a better 
way for them to raise money 
than relying on people’s gener- 
osity. 

“Lotteries should be set up 


Leesons Hill, Chislehurst, said: 
“Big charities such .as_ the 
Spastic Society do an excellent 
job and should be left to carry 
on just as they are. 

“People have enough sym- 
pathy for their aims to give 
generously and provide reason- 
able funds. But people are 
suspicious of charities, mainly 
smaller ones, which syphon off 
large percentages of donations 


for running costs.” 


ton Hall Road, Finsbury Park, 
said: “Too much of the money 
given to charities is lost in ad- 
ministration costs. 

“I think the Government or 
local authorities should provide 
all the money that is needed 
for the everyday life and train- 
ing of handicapped people — 
even if it means paying more 
tax or rates.” 


ee ee 


Secretary Mrs. Jill Venus, 
aged 26, of Harewood Road, 
Colliers Wood, said: “Some 
charities such as those for the 
spastics and the blind should 
receive government sponsor- 
ship. 

The people who rely on 
their support are in really 
desperate need and should not 
have to rely on public gener- 
Osity. 

“Lesser charities, such as 
those for animals, should not 
get full government support 
and can operate quite satisfac- 
torily as they are now.” 


enough money by the govern- 
ment to run their services 
properly and efficiently.” 

Packer Mr. Herbert Davis, 
aged 53, of Chester Road, Hol- 
loway, said: “Charities do the 
best they can—and in the case 
of the Spastic Society, that is 
very well indeed. : 

“But they could do more for 
the people who depend on 
them if they had a more direct 
form of government support, 
such as enough money to oper- 
ate without having to conduct 
public appeals.” 


Miss Anne Welch-Brown, a 
21-year-old secretary, of Priory 


Gardens, Highgate, said: 
“People don’t really trust chari- 
ties these days. 


“People think too much of 
the money collected goes in 
running costs. Also, I don’t feel 
that needy people should rely 
on appeals. 


“But there are no real alter- 
natives to the charities. Un- 
satisfactory as they are, they 
probably still do the job better 
than anyone else, such as a 
government department, could 
do it.” 


on a national basis, with the yh yt E 
charities getting the benefit == ig De x De 
after prize money is paid. Solicitor’s clerk Mr. Roy 


“People would give far more 
freely if they had the chance 
of winning a big prize.” 
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Aden-born Mr. Abdul Yasin, a 
35-years-old engineer, of Staple- 


THE ANNUAL SOUTH-EAST 
REGIONAL Conference was 
held at Dene Park Further 
Education Centre, Tonbridge, 
on Sunday, 7th April. 

The Chairman of the Regional 
Advisory Committee—Mr. L. D. 
Vernon—was unable to be pre- 
sent since he was attending a 
meeting of all Chairmen of 


Penhale, 18, of Goldhawk Road, 
Shepherds Bush, said: “Chari- 
ties seem to do quite a good 
job, but I don’t think they 
should have to rely on public 
appeals, 

“They should all be given 


Australian-born widow Mrs. 
Susan Dellar, aged 72, of Flam- 
borough Street, Stepney, said: 


Book - keeper Mr. William 
O’Gara, aged 39, of Ferndale 
Road, Tottenham, said: “Some 
charities, especially those for 
handicapped children, do a 
wonderful job and should be 
left as they are.” 


The South-East strides | 


ahead — *‘Landmark’s 
report”... 


M. Morgan, outlining the re- 
sponsibilities of her Social 
Work and Employment Depart- 
ment for finding employment 


yh af? Regional Advisory Committees a ie ee 
Sele Mavesret ~Ince,.a°58-~ Secretary Miss Wendy Staff, at Park Crescent, and unfortun- (7) The broadening horizon of Mr. K. G. Morley, Manager of _qifficulties which often arose. 
year-old widow, of Chiltern aged 23, of Greenway Close, ately Mrs. Pennicott, Chairman the Horsham and Crawley the Crosfield Industrial Unit at 


Court, Baker Street, Maryle- 
bone, said: “I am on the com- 
mittees of several charities and 
have come to the conclusion 
that although they have been 
good in the past, they are now 
outmoded. 

“Running costs are very high 
—not enough of the money 
given gets through to the 
people who need it—so direct 
government sponsorship 
through taxation would be 
better. 

“People wouldn’t miss giving 
a few extra shillings a year. I 
don’t think it is right that 


Barnet, said: “I think charities 
are out of date. They are a 
relic of the Victorian era. 

“I don’t think handicapped 
people should have to rely on 
generosity alone. More money 
should come from he authori- 
ties.” 


of the West Sussex District 
Commiitee was prevented from 
attending due to an illness in 
her family. 

Prior to introducing the 
Guest Conference Chairman, 
Dr. Grace E. Woods, Adminis- 
trator, St. Ebba’s Hospital, 
Epsom, Mr. Venables, the 
Regional Officer, made mention 
of landmarks which had occur- 
red during the past twelve 
months :— 


Thanet revival 
(1) The revival of the Thanet 


Group had resulted in their 
holding a successful meet- 
ing in Crawley. 


(8) The plans for the Tun- 
bridge Wells Group which 
covered a large geographi- 
cal area to set up a Sub- 
Committee based upon East 
Grinstead. 

(9) The West Sussex Group 
which covered a large rural 
area had plans to raise 
funds for the purchase of 
a chalet or suitable accom- 
modation to be used for 


Croydon, outlined the work of 
this Organisation and the con- 
siderable thought which had 
been given to it by the Croydon 
Local Authority as to the most 
efficient manner in which it 
should be run, and how the 
handicapped working there 
should be recruited and treated. 
Members of Groups who run 
their own Group Work Centres 
were particularly interested to 
listen to these problems and to 
hear how they had been re- 
solved. 


Cards facilities 


{ 


In _ conclusion, a General 
Forum was held at which a 
number of questions were asked 
and to which clear, unambigu- 
ous answers were given. 


Nothing to 
show — then a 
big win 


Don’t despair of ever win- 


charities like the Spastics Group which was now very holidays in the Bognor ning the Spastic League Foot- 
Society should have to appeal active. Regis area. After a break for lunch, a | ball Pool. Albert Dawson, a 
for—and rely on—funds which 


come purely from public sym- 


charity each month. 


(2) The proposal by the re- 


and their keen participa- 


(10) The magnificent efforts of 


the Society in detail and put the 


short talk was given by Mr. 


London Education Authority 


Ford worker of Romford, has 


recently by 40 teachers from 
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formed Canterbury Group the Worthing & Little- Payne, General Manager of | been paying his shi‘lirg regu- 

pathy.” Executive Committee to hampton Group to raise Spastic Cards Ltd., upon facili- | larly every week for eleven 

: produce a Guide for the funds for their new Child- ties which would be available | years, with nothing to show .or 
a handicapped to Canterbury ren’s Day Centre, which it for Christmas Cards in 1968, | it. Now he has won a bumper + 
an Cathedral and subsequent- was hoped to open in the which was followed by a most | prize of £1,100. : 
ey aaa ly to Canterbury itself. middle as ah month. interesting talk given by Miss 

2a er | 3) The work’ of the East 11) Last, and by no means _ Ridding of the Inner London 
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+. 4 lottery on a national scale. were already under way. the first speaker—Mr. John Le Were dealt with most sympa- A successful one-day course o 
a “The government could run | (5) The success of the South- Prevost, Education Officer of the thetically and with considerable | on ways of dealing with the x 
3 the lottery for them and give East Surrey Group in run- Society, who spoke upon the understanding; so much so that | problems of minimally handi- | 
a1: the earnings to a different ning a number of events educational responsibilities of the example set by the Inner | capped children was attended s 


 ‘Vaxi driver Mr. Jim Kerston, 
ed 60, of Larkswood Road, 
gford, said: “I think the 

rities like the Spastics 


“People would give far more 
money if they thought they had 
the chance to win a big prize.” 


Advertisement “manager Mr. 
Tony Yolland, aged 26, of 


Bee ee Ra 


tion in riding for spastics. 
(6) Considerable activities 
undertaken by the three 
Groups responsible for 
White Lodge Centre, who 
had raised £4,000 so far. 


question to the audience as to 
where should the dividing line 
be drawn between education 
and training, which resulted in 
considerable discussion outside 
the Conference Hall. 


should in the opinion of the 
Group members present be fol- 
lowed by certain Local Authori- 


ties in the South-East Region. 


This talk was followed by one 
of great interest given by Miss 


local schools at Castle Priory; 
Wallingford. ; 
The course was intended for 
teachers at “normal” schools, 
who could nevertheless occas: 


ionally meet such problems, ue 


Society Chairman, W. A. Burn 
faces up to a crisis: 
“The crunch is here ’”’ 


THE SADDEST 
WORDS EVER 


“WE NEED MORE MONEY.”—I have said 
this at the last two annual general meetings 
and on many other occasions and I am deter- 
mined to keep on saying it again and again 
until we all really realise and believe it. 
Then it will produce the results that are vital 
to our future. 


By we, I mean every one of us—not just one 

| WE fi one region or one centre—not just the 

central organisation—but the Society which 

is the sum of all these parts. No section can go it 

alone. Each depends on the others and all must work 

together for the common good in unison and harmony, 
sharing their knowledge and experience. 

This is the only way in which complete and overall 

success can be achieved, and as Chairman it is my 

resolute aim to do all‘in my power to bring it about. 


Our Society has come a long way in the 
NEED [f years of its existence and we can all 
| be justly proud of our achievements. But 


there is no cause for complacency—the crunch is 
here. It’s hats off to the past if you like, but jackets 
off to the future! 
_ Think of the needs for spastics which exist today 
now that we have revealed this age-old problem to the 
light of day. Here is one eloquent but tragic example: 
We have been forced to close our waiting list 
of 500 spastics for our residential schools and 
centres because there is no real prospect of pro- 
viding places for them at the moment. These must 
be among the saddest words ever published in 
Spastics News. 


Thanks to a happy and profitable rela- 
tionship entered into with our friends at 
Regional Pool Promotions Ltd., we had a 


spectacular rate of progress and a rise in income, 
which compared with those of other charities, may 
be considered high. But wealth is a very relative 
term governed by commitments. Wealth is having 
more money than you know what to do with. We 
have never really been near that state and are very 
far from it now! . 

Our development programme so carefully thought 
out and planned has had to be curtailed, grants to 
groups have had to be reduced, and departmental 
budgets cut simply because there has not been enough 
money to keep going the things we have started, let 
alone to branch out on new ventures. 


While it is true that skill, kindness, 
YC @) \§ ) @e bumanity and many other attributes 
characterise our work, we must admit 


without minimising these that money is the main 
sinew. Figures tell their story. National income has 
dropped over the past two years, group income has 
remained almost static. 

Money is needed nationally for research, develop- 
ment and pioneering. Money is needed locally for the 
facilities within the community which spastics need. 
We just have not got anything like enough of it, so 
we must all go out and tap new sources. The message 
is as simple as that. 

The more groups can become self-supporting the 
freer we will be to push ahead. The more groups can 
help each other, the sooner all will be self-supporting. 
The more groups can contribute to central costs, e.g. 
national schools and centres, the more we will have in 
our central funds to meet the heavy demands upon 

The emphasis of the Society’s work over the past 
eight years has been on development. Regrettably 
this must now be changed to fund-raising, for if we 
are to have a firm foundation on which to build our 
future we must secure and improve our income. We 
must be quite single-minded about this. 


peememees The Appeals Department and the 
ym e)6gee Regional Organisation have been 

5 geared for a big all-out drive, and 
DRIVE 


to give advice and help on call. A 

new nation-wide effort is needed, 
and new ideas and many more voluntary workers 
from all walks of life. Don’t forget the Football Pool 
either—every new member is another supporter. 


Please help us. Above all, please send in your sug- 
gestions for new fund-raisers. 


The fight will be hard but I helieve that if 
we tackle it as a gigantic team job we can 
win through. Just think: if every person in 
the country gave us 4d. we’d have a million 
pounds—and surely some will give us more 
than that. 


| NEW CAR 


“Openi 
Diane was the tops ~ 


THE FIRST NIGHT of a new play is probably not 
the best time to get in contact with the leading 
lady and ask her to knock over a beacon. 
ever, on the opening night of ‘‘The Man Most 
Likely to’, in Birmingham on 25th March was 
the day | chose to contact Diane Hart, a Vice- 
President of the Stars organisation for Spastics on 
the subject of a beacon at ‘“‘The Forge Hammer” in 


CONTRACT 
FOR 
CENTRE 


WORKERS at the Paddington 
Work Centre in Foscote Mews, 
West London, are busy on an 
interesting new contract in- 
volving the packing and label- 
ling of 21,000 car thermostats. 

The thermostats, of two dif- 
ferent types and temperatures, 
have to be put into individual 
boxes and labelled. Twelve of 
these individual packs must 
then be put into a counter pack. 


Working superbly 


“The whole job is rather 
complicated and requires care- 
full attention to get it right. But 
everyone is working superbly, 
and we had 100 packs com- 
pleted within the first 48 
hours,” says Mr. E. H. Jewell, 
the Centre’s manager. 

The Centre, which is run by 
the Spastics Society with 
support from the North West 
London Spastics Group, was 
opened two years ago to pro- 
vide employment for 30 heavily 
handicapped spastics adults. 

Since then they have carried 
out a wide variety of sub-con- 
tract work and proved that, 
despite their handicaps, they 
can do a highly competent job 
at keenly competitive rates. 


FIRST RESIDENTS 


First residents are due to 
move into the Spastics Society’s 
new Lancaster Industrial Centre 
on June 4. They will all be 
from the _ Society’s Chester 
Office Training Centre in 
Blacon, Cheshire, which is 
being transferred to the new 
building in Lancaster. 


t 


Walsall. 


Even at a time like this | found that Diane 
was quite willing to discuss arrangements for the 


knock over later in the week. 


Friday evening after the show was fixed then 
Five minutes after the final curtain on 


and there. 
Friday evening Diane was ready. 


Mr. and Mis. Arm of “The Forge Hammer’’ 
had made a wonderful effort in building a beacon 
The top had had to be fixed 
to a beam in the ceiling with_a bracket for the 


5 ft. 6 ins. high. 


safety of customers. 


Before the beacon could fall this had to be 


ng n 


How- 


with perfection. 


AID 
KB 


ght - Sem 


disconnected, a rather precarious job with the 
beacon swaying at every touch. The local photo- 
grapher had great hopes of a dramatic picture, 
beacon, leading lady and screwdriver all toppling | 
into the large canvas sheet; he was ows of luck, 
however, and the delicate operation was performed 
Whilst counting continued in the 
smoke room, Miss Hart set to with an assortment 


of props to sell tickets for a draw. 


Just how she managed I am still not quite sure, 
with a oollecting tin, several books of tickets, a 


handbag, half a Worthington, a cigarette and a 


awkward. 


over 


sandwich she managed to sign autographs with- 
out putting a single item down or even looking 


The result of the evening, £91-13-7d. The 
beacon had been made up with 19,363 pennies, 
nineteen thousand 
wonderful effort indeed. 


individual donations, a 
Our thanks to ‘‘The 


Forge Hammer” and Diane Hart. 


R. L. 


‘Overwhelming response’ 


THANK 
YOU 


to N-W London group’s CARL. 
big campaign 


LAST AUTUMN the North-West London Spastics Society decided 
to launch a massive publicity campaign in an effort to obtain 
vitally needed voluntary help for their Society, and for funds to 
enable them to take over the running of the Paddington Works 


Centre. 


On March 23rd, full-page advertisements were taken in six local 
newspapers outlining the Group’s services to spastics and the 
need for active participation on the part of the public in order 
to continue and widen those services. 


In addition to the newspaper 
campaign, reprints of the 
article with appropriate accom- 
panying letters were mailed to 
11,000 individuals and organisa- 
tions. The response to the plea 
was overwhelming! One hun- 
dred and forty-five people sent 
written offers to give their 
time for the benefit of spastics. 
Subsequently, one hundred and 
five of these people accepted an 
invitation to attend a reception 
at the Centre for the purpose 
of organising into committees. 


Full house 


Thus it was that on April 25 
there was a “Full House’ at 
Foscote Mews. The Chairman, 
Mr. E. Aarons, welcomed his 
guests and introduced mem- 
bers of his Executive Commit- 
tee: Mr. Eric Jewell, manager 
of the Centre, Mr. Christie of 
the Society’s Appeals Depart- 
ment, and Mr. N. J. Goldfrap, 
London Regional Officer 
(North). 

Mr. Aarons briefly outlined 
plans for future Group activi- 
ties. Refreshments were served, 
followed by a general discus- 
sion leading to the formation 
of four main sub-committees. 
The evening culminated with a 
film, “What is a Spastic?” 

The warm, friendly atmo- 


sphere at the reception was 


full of excited enthusiasm. The 
Group’s officers have high 
hopes that this spirit of service 
can be maintained for the 
benefit of all the spastics in 
their area, and that the coming 
months will be the best ever 
for the North-West London 
Spastics Society. 


FULL-PAGE ADVERT 


COPIES OF THE FULL-PAGE 
ADVERT that this go-ahead 
Group put into six local papers 
in their area are available. It 
contained everything anyone 
would want to know about the 
Group and the Society’s activities 
before contacting the Secretary. 

The main lead story has big 
bold headlines—The North-West 
London Spastics Society Declares 
ALL-OUT DRIVE TO HELP 
SPASTICS. 


Well-phrased 


Under this was a persuasive 
and well-phrased appeal by the 
Chairman of the Group and a 
list of activities open to volun- 
teers. 

On the right there was a pic- 
ture of the workers in the work- 
shop with a breezy description of 
“What goes on at the Spastics 
Centre,” starting with the words 
—‘Happiness goes on” And below 
a statement: “£11,000 is needed 
every year to keep the Centre 


running” with a very fair des- 
cription of what the money is 
needed for and how worthwhile 
it is. 

Then the all-important coupon 
to fill in, cut out and send, was 
clearly placed at the bottom 
right-hand corner 4in. deep across 
two columns, 

There was also a brief descrip- 
tion of cerebral palsy, plus a 
well-chosen photograph, a map of 
the area and a short history of 
the Local Society’s progress since 
it was formed in 1952. 

Middle of the page was an 
announcement about a new 
Social Clubhouse and pictures of 
the Chairman, Secretary and 
Welfare Officer of the Group. 

Altogether a hard-hitting and 
effective display which might well 
be useful to other Groups consid- 
ering a similar campaign. 


‘DODDIE' 
CAME BY 
‘CHOPPER’ 


MANCHESTER AND  DIS- 
TRICT Spastics Society, who 
hope to open a subsidiary 
branch in Ashton-under-Lyne, 
held a “Spastics Week” there 
recently. Between fifty and 
sixty workers were engaged on 
a house-to-house collection, 
and empty “Smarties” tubes 
were distributed to  school- 
children who filled them with 
threepenny bits. Talks and 
film shows were also given. 


The climax of the week was 
a visit by Ken Dodd who flew 
in from Blackpool by helicopter 
and then drove by stage coach 
to the spastics’ home at 
Levenshulme, 


JUNIOR READERS of “Extra,” 
the R.P.P. Newspaper, have put 
forward some bright ideas on 
raising money for _ spastic 
children. Carl Kilbey, aged 73, 
of Buckhurst Hill, suggested 
collecting Trading Stamps be- 
cause “They are easy to post off 
to you,” and to prove his point, 
Carl sent 20 stamps attached to 


a postcard to “Uncle Don” of _ 


R.P.P. 


“Good idea’’ 


Fourteen - year - old John 
Winkworth of Wimbledon 
thought it would be a good idea 
to collect foreign stamps and 
halfpennies. To launch his 
scheme, he sent in two half- 
pennies, a 15-cent stamp from 
Barbados and two British 
commemorative stamps. 


Both boys have been sent 
lapel badges to wear as mem- 
bers of the Junior League 
Club. 


Awards for 
best takings 


SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT 
Spastics Society annually 
awards certificates to the col- 
lecting box holders with the 
highest takings throughout the 
year. 


This year’s winners were Mr, 
Robert Howard, licensee of the 
Mason’s Arms, near Rotherham 
whose cash box yielded £56 and 
Mrs. Davis of Bawtry, who col- 
lected £169. 
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‘DEAFENING UPROAR’ WHERE 
6 
VERY OFTEN THE give youngsters a 
TERM “work centre” is a 
mere euphemism for an e 
Be tenonaat new confidence 
However, this is certainly \ if 
not the case at the Ruislip FO R M | | LS Gir THE MOVEMENT FOR RIDING for the disabled is gather- 
Work Centre which was set ing momentum, 7 
up eleven years ago by the _At the Lantnorne Hospital School, Broadstairs, Kent, a 
PR Widdlesex SnecG six-year-old pony called “Midnight” has been giving rides to 
‘oa idlesex Spastics At the touch some of the thirty handicapped children at the Hospital. 
elfare Society. The owner is Miss Mary | try and form a Club for those 
. E Ji 
A deafening uproar ot power a lever Serres Oca pean | he wanted trie 
tools assails the visitor upon fiends aegis It was held at the Society’s 
arrival at this busy factor SG We ieee UL Sse Th S Bo inte ee 
ae : ry, had been made by Mr. Hedden € ecretary of the Court, Birkendale, and a steer- 
Te, eaps of small but vital himself, including a clever Thanet Group, Mrs. Jean ing committee was formed to 
engineering components lie device which enabled spastics Anderton, says that they are promote the idea. Cllr. J. R. 
around, waiting to be put to operate a screwdriver at the | hoping to arouse local inter- | Rimmer, who is chairman of - 
through processes which help touch of a lever. - in the idea because it has meee sy presided and 
in the eventual manufacture of In a thi i een so successful elsewhere St Ot ise aae ee 
anything from cars to pepper ete iahde were Soeatute go el VI ge ee gee ere Se ae re PE ee 
mills, power tools, the noise of which fidence and a new experi- and Mud Je Collie NE Wwaeee 
completed with Radio One | SCE: feae itor a el eis 
turned up to full volume. These Ever w k Pra eta aeons Dito ae 
Not a loom products included the metal y SF handicapped children in the 
parts which do the grinding In Warwickshire, Mrs. Eliza- Bolton, Bury and Blackburn 
: inside wooden pepper mills and beth Arkwright is giving areas. 
in sight small but essential components instruction to children from 
for diesel engines. Seater eee ee near Colour film 
There i i Paar 
aa is ae a weaving loom MW One of these ae They started in September The colour Film made by Mr. 
sea-grass stool in sight. ay now have 30 or 40 mem- J. D. Shaw and Mrs. Kay 
ee Wark Contre which-wWas 7 ers, many of them children Moseley was shown too. (See: 
featured in the film “Right for by us es tabi uaa See ele oF tie EAReon 
the “a now employs thirty- “Whenever you see a new an, Arkwright, who lives at tee are: Miss M. Bowler, of 
one spastic men and women on London bus or a big diesel atton House, Hatton, is the Formby; Miss R. Turner of 
the premises and provides work lorry,” said Mr. Hedden, “it’s area organiser of the Advisory, Aughton; Mr. C. Brereton of 
Be iin econier? Héuis are probably got one of these in it Council on Riding for the Dis- Formby; Mr. R. Verburger of 
Be aa ae tie antiiny “tc —made by us.” oe vee is a national body Crosby; Mrs. E. Rimmer of 
9. wit eadquarters at the Waterloo and Miss E. Riggs of 
four in the afternoon, and all “Made by spastics” obviously | British Horse Society’s ground Waterloo. : 
the workers, irrespective of need no longer mean | at Stoneleigh — where the Mrs. Rimmer took up the idea 
ae eatahiities. carn thirty paca seca ee lessons take place. from the Special Equestrian 
a ‘ : which old ladies buy at charity ““ ° Issue of Spastics News last 
are a week oe - a fetes. Ruislip’s achievement Delighted”’ October. ‘ 
ximum wage allowed by the proves that even those spastics 
: “I have always _ loved 
National Assistance Board. who are unable to work in i ; 
: open employment can make an children” and ponies, and NEW BATH CENTRE 
They are given a_ cooked important contribution to somehow tte two things Becn 
Junch every day and free trans- modern industry. to, £0. _bopether, ¥ explained Bath’s long-awaited treatment 
port is also provided in the Mrs. Arkwright. “The School | centre is now complete, and 
coutre’ ey were absolutely delighted | the first children are attending 
entre’s two mini-buses. the Centre has been housed in when we approached them; it | its sessions of therapy and other 
a cluster of pre-fabricated he eae Hynes a eehice specialised services. 
buildings at the corner of Acol bee Negeri feria Aan eer a The BOW (PEI ee 
a a little bit different. It is full-time centre in the West- 
Transfer to open Crescent, ‘South Ruislip. This wonderful to see them | country to be exclusively con- 
is a tree-lined residential road, enjoying themselves.” cerned with the treatment of 
employment quiet, yet conveniently close to In S.W. Lancashire, Mrs. E. | young spastic children — is the 
the light industrial belt from eee gape ie co-operative achievement of the 
} i rosby, Bootle an itherlan Society, the voluntary Bath and 
Employees are drawn from which most of the Centre’s sub Group, called a meeting recent- | District Spastics Society and th 
a wide area which covers the contract work is drawn Noe : Pagis DOU ee ae 
- ly of organisations dealing with South Western Regional Hospi- 
London Boroughs of Brent, fre ie Hoaden told the welfare of the disabled to | tal Board. 
Barnet, Ealing, Harrow and z sige 
hee ; me, the Centre will soon have aT iW 
dana ae rete {2 0¥6 as the present site ha COLLABORATE 
earee ., been ear-marked by the Middle- 
Hostel. Over the years, four- Z : 
; sex County Council for a 
teen of the Centre’s employees ; ; 
Medical Centre. A new site has 
3 have been able to transfer to © ; 
open employment; many of been found in the grounds of 
them via Sherrards. Apart from a Moe ‘ pete aes “THE TIME HAS COME,” | one of the original founders of 
Mr. E. L. Hedden, the Work G7) for a ee ee said Siz Hathy Flatt “Fon ee 
tee: 3 ; : - | abled back in , Was speak- 
Centre Manager, there are only Sanentetbuildiny ctthan® ithe ore. Miss ere Plummer, our Roving Reverie talks fe some = tions to collaborate for com ing at a meeting arranged 
three full-time members of staff present group of pre-fabs. This the girls in the packing-room. (Below) Turning out the goods in the airy | bined operations.” between the Central Council f 
* on the workshop floor. il enaiie the centre to'extend and well-planned workshop. (Photos: Graphic Studios). Sir Harry, Vice-Chairman and and the National Fund for Re- 
Ever since it opened in 1957, its facilities to twenty more paclrus ss tac: ie 
ite A oem He went on to say that the 
spastics. is ope a one magnitude of the problems that a 
or two wheel-chair cases will beset the voluntary movement 
also be able to attend. today — such as the need for a 
national census of the disabled 
— was quite beyond its finan- 
° v 2 cial scope, and here a co-ordin- e 
Light engineering ating policy could be econom- 
sf ‘ : ical in the use of funds. y 
i an rintin ‘“ . 
2 9g Co-operation” | 
Sixteen men -and fifteen iad ; . 
y Semphill, the Chairman d 
women are employed at the of the National Fund, speaking q 
present Work Centre on a wide at this Annual General Meeting, i 
y variety of jobs. These are Sate pe me aon is ” ‘. 2 2 
mainly connected with light eee Ags shin year me Stare e 
FP engineering, although a little The point was AY up by j 
€ printing is also done. Mr. E. S. Evans, Chairman of 
€ In one room, I watched card- the Epecutice Cana ieg en z 
by board boxes being made up and See Coe ee on 
o filled with coils of rubber tub- at ore papanagte or 
‘a ing while on another table ne. Ch in att i ae 4 
. small metallic objects were Richard “Wood. MPAs nae “3 


being counted out and put into 
polythene bags. Next door, tiny 
pieces of metal were being 
stamped out which would 
eventually become part of one 
of the hundreds of pieces which 
go to make up a car engine, 


‘Midnight’ 


helps to 


result a joint supervisory com- 
mittee would be established. 
He stressed, however, that 
this did not mean a merger of 
the two organisations, each 
would preserve its own auto- 


Mr. E. L. Hedden, the Work 
Centre Manager supervises a 

; rker blowing compressed air 
ough a small component, 


‘ 


nomy, but through this commit- 
tee, their work could be more — 
closely co-or ee as 


while other workers were mak- 
ing wire coat-hangers for a 
local firm of cleaners. — 
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e Society Goes Into Business 


_ NEWTON WHEELCHAIR TO BE 
MADE AT MEADWAY WORKS 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY has acquired the sol manufacturing and selling rights of the Newton 
Wheelchair, a British patented design which has aroused international interest as the only 
wheelchair in the world which weighs less than 30 Ibs. and can be dismantled in a matter of 
seconds, 

The Newton Wheelchair, which has already been bought by several overseas countries, 
will in future be-manufactured and marketed from Meadway Works, the Spastics Society’s 
sheltered workshop in Garrett’s Green Lane, Birmingham. 


Mr. R. Biddle, inventor of the Chair and 
the previous owner of the Newton firm, has 
joined the Society to lead an all-out market- 
ing drive which, it is hoped, will result in 
considerable development of the Society’s 
industrial employment activities. 


T 


Meadway Works was opened by Princess 
Marina in. 1966 as one of the first factories of 
its kind in the world. It can accommodate 120 
adult spastics, and its aim is to enable them 
to earn their own living in conditions as near 
as possible to those found in open employ- 
ment. 


The Newton Wheelchair has been greeted 
enthusiastically by spastics at the Works as 
an exciting challenge. 


Mr. R. G. Miller, General Manager at Mead- 
way, expects the chair to be in full production 
at the Works within the next three months. 


“We hope to produce 750 of them by the 
end of the first year,” he said. The first 
Newton Wheelchair was made by Mr. Biddle 
in 1959 as a present for an invalid friend. 
“His wife wasn’t strong, and found it almost 
impossible to manipulate his wheelchair. So 
I set to work in my garage at home to 
produce one light enough for her to manage,” 
said Mr. Biddle. 


The friend’s name was Dr. Newton, and the 
new wheelchair was named after him. It 
attracted so much interest that in 1963 Mr. 
Biddle decided to form a manufacturing firm 
and the Newton Wheelchair is now in use all 
over the world. 


The Newton chair gives an unusual degree of 
stability and mobility even with a _ heavy 
passenger. 


SEVERAL IDEAS have been sent in over the past month 
including this mouth-organ holder from Mr. B. Gedin of 
Bessels Leigh School who writes:— 


“The mouth-organ is an instrument, which is both 
enjoyable and fairly easy to play. This simple wooden con- 
struction, a mouth-organ holder, is fitted into a suction cup. 
Velcro is glued to the wood, and to the harmonica. Other- 
wise, Velcro can just be fitted onto, for instance, a wooden 


block on the table, and to the harmonica. my uncontrolled arms. 


Another possibility is the metal “harness”, or harmonica 
holder, which some muscians use, while at the same time 
playing the guitar (or piano etc.), These are available at 
music shops for about 25/-. 


WE ARE ALSO grateful to Mr. A. J. R. Scott from 
Darlington who sends us his design of a box for a portable 
radio. He describes this in his letter as follows:— 


Stage Star, Mr. Michael Flanders, 
posed for his picture in Park 
Crescent being pushed up an ex- 
tending ramp by Mrs. Jeanette 
Taylor. They neither seemed to 
mind the rain! 


AIDS 
and 


APPLIANCES 
N. D. B. Elwes 


(Appliance Officer) 


which can be controlled with my hand. 


CORRECTION 


IT WAS STATED IN THE APRIL the Stockport L.A. Mr. Elwes 

: . : wishes to point out that this was 
asus ee oe ane stated in error; the conversion 
Conversion, page 9) that the was done by the Derbyshire 
conversion done for Mr. and County Council, Matlock, Derby- 
Mrs. Goddard was carried out by — shire. 
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AMBULANCES 
ARE DANGEROUS 


AN EXCELLENT NEW HANDBOOK, ‘Conveyance of the 
Disabled’, was launched by The Spastics Society on behalf 
of an ‘ad hoc’ Committee at a press conference at Park 


Crescent on May 8th. 


This report, which is fully illustrated, represents three 
years’ work by the Committee of nine, basically into the 
shortcomings of Ambulances when used as transportation 
for the handicapped. It is, therefore, a statement as much 
about the problems involved as their solution. 


Nine hundred different or- 
ganisations were sent a ques- 
tionnaire on the subject and 
this elicited a 90 per cent 
response. Mr. Derek Lancaster- 
Gaye, Assistant Director Ser- 
vices, who introduced the 
report, said that this showed 
the urgent need for research 
into this problem. But in fact 
the problem divided into three; 
one, the wheelchair; two, the 
voluntary driver — often a 
woman; and three, the high 
cost of finding a means of 
combining the two. 


Telescopic Ramp 


He (Mr. Lancaster-Gaye) had 
invented one answer which was 
a telescopic ramp, but the 
snag to that is the more grad- 
ual the gradient achieved the 
heavier it is. Also there has to 
be adequate head-room to 
allow access into the vehicle. 

At the moment, over 80 
per cent of the 600 ‘ambu- 
lances, (which included 
buses) seen by the Commit- 
tee were converted and not 
specially built, and of these 

OVER HALF had few or no 

safety features as _ regards 

fire or egress in case of acci- 
dent, or the special anchor- 
ages necessary for wheel- 
chairs. As 34 per cent of these 
vehicles are. used for wheel- 
chairs, the dangers are ap- 
parent, particularly as only 

14 per cent have tail or side- 

lifts and less than 10 per cent 

have ramps, which means 
that chairs have to be man- 
handled aboard. 


“I am wondering whether your readers would be interested in an idea of mine? 


Although I have a radio set in my room which gives me much enjoyment musicwise, 
I could not stay in my room all day listening to a speech or news programme, so I 
bought a small portable transistor which has controls on the top. My friend made me a 
wooden box for the set to be slipped into and so that I would not knock it about with 


This box is designed to fit on to an armrest of a wheelchair with a metal bar screwed 
to the backrest to hold the box in place. This was done by undoing one of the screws 
of the backrest and slipping a bar. The box holds the set high enough for me to move the 
controls with my nose, together with an on/off switch mounted on the side of the box 


As the set is close to my ear, tt is easy to listen to the programmes in noisy places 
like the dining room of the hospital. 


My little radio keeps me up to date with the news on Radio 4 (Home Service). For 
any disabled person who cannot pick up a newspaper or a book, a small set is a blessing. 


I am enclosing a photo of myself operating the controls with my nose, which shows 
how the box is fixed to the chair, As I cannot use my arms, the set is not in the way. I 
wheel my chair by walking with my feet.” 


“Over the last three years,” 
said Mr. Lancaster-Gaye, “the 
Committee have designed vari- 
ous prototype vehicles both 
large and small,” and he hoped 
that, if local authorities agreed 
with the designs, there would 
be some chance of manufac- 
turers making them to the re- 
vised specifications. : 

A vast amount of money is 
spent every year on conver- 
sions, but with the increased 
need for such vehicles the 
situation might improve. The 
cost of an ordinary ambulance 


is about £1,500 and a purpose- - 


built one-can go to over £2,500. 

The problem is complicated 
further by the anomalies of 
Purchase Tax, i.e. to be called 
an ‘ambulance’ which does not 
attract P.T., a vehicle has to 
have 12 seats; if there are 11 
and one tip-up to allow for a 
wheelchair, it is no longer an 
ambulance and additional P.T. 
at 27} per cent must be paid. , 

Mr. Lancaster-Gaye said that 
although the Society had tried 
for years to get this regulation 
changed, there was little hope. 


‘At the Drop of a Hat’ 


Mr. Michael Flanders, whose 
delightful songs are widely 
known, presided over the con- 
ference, and Mr. Oliver Denly, 
Chairman of the Joint Commit- 
tee on mobility for the Dis- 
abled, also spoke of their 
future plans, which include the 
question of access to aero- 
planes. ; 

After the conference, Mr. 
Flanders amicably agreed to be 
pushed up the ramp of a 
Society ambulance by a member 
of the staff, to be photographed. 

Copies of the 40-page report 
will be widely circulated. It can 
be obtained from The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1, for 5/-. 

The members of the committee 
are: Mr. D. R. H. Lancaster-Gaye, 
Assistant Director Services; Miss 
F. Ross-Smith, British Red Cross 
Society; Miss E. Foster Hall, 


British Rheumatism and Arthri-’ 


tis Association; Miss B. Warshaw, 
Institute of Welfare Officers; Mr. 
R. Glyn-Jones, County Ambulance 
Officer, Cheshire; Mr. A. Lomas, 
Herbert Lomas Ltd., Ambulance 
Builders, Mr, H. Brunt, Managing 
Director, Star Motors (Seven- 
oaks) and Morants Motors Ltd.; 
Mr. S. P. Buss, Manager, Produc. 
tion Department, Rootes, Maid- 
stone; Mr. N. Elwes, Aids and 
Appliances Officer. O.R.B. 
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Swansea Society’s Proud Achievement 


THERESE APPLEBY 


Swansea and District Spastics Association have made great progress in the way 
they have learned to train their young spastics since the nursery centre was started in 
Swansea in a chapel schoolroom in 1952, with seven of them. The Swansea and Dis- 
trict Group pressed the local authorities for help for these children and eventually 


their needs were acknowledged. 


The battle was hard and long since 15 years ago cerebral palsy was barely recog- 


nisable anywhere in the country. 

But by sheer determination 
of the founders of the Swansea 
Spastics Group the needs of 
spastic children who had 
reached school age, were finally 
recognised and the local auth- 
orities decided to start its own 
school for handicapped child- 
ren. 


When the local authorities’ 
school came into being, many 
of the children who had been 
cared for by the Spastics Group 
went there. Their achievement 
towards independence and nor- 
mality had been brought about 
by many factors, but one of the 
most important, in this particu- 
lar area of Southern Wales, was 
the attitude and assistance of 
Swansea Council. 

Swansea must be the leading 
city in South Wales in the help, 
material and practical, that it 
gives to spastics. 


885 


Despite the new school for the over fives, the 
needs of spastics in and around Swansea were, 
and are still, very great. 


Between Three and Thirty 


So Longfields was planned as a scheme envis- 
aging the care for spastics between the ages of 
three and thirty who needed help. 


The most important care in the under- 
fives group is the treatment given by the 
physiotherapist. Provided by the local 
authority, she attends Longfields once a week. 
The children also go regularly each week to 
the local orthopaedic clinic and the Matron 
of the Centre, Mrs. Watts—a state registered 
nurse—continues daily the treatment decided 
by the physiotherapist. Parents also attend 
with their children and learn how to carry 
on the work of the clinic and the centre. 


The intelligence of a child is tested by the 
local authorities’ Medical Officers six months 
after they enter the nursery centre. And these 
tests are given every six months so that full 
knowledge of his progress and his ability is 
available when a child reaches school age. 


These tests and the treatment combined are 
very important. Peter went to the centre when 
he was nearly three. His intelligence test after 
six months showed an I1.Q. of 50—the average 
1.Q. is 100 and highly intelligent people may 
reach one of 150. At three, Peter was unable to 
walk, to speak and was Still in nappies. At the 
age of five it was decided he was of normal 
intelligence, with normal habits, and he went to 
an ordinary primary school where he is coping 
very well. — ; : 


Swansea and District are one of the few local 
authorities in South Wales who are prepared to 


_ 


N 


(Above) Play-time is learning time too. | 
. purpose-built new work-shop. 


(Right) At work in the 


Taking some exercise in the forecourt of the new buildings. 


help finance the children at the centre, as well 
as providing a daily ambulance and attendant 
for the heavily handicapped cases. 


But not all the spastics are capable of attend- 
ing school. This means that harassed mothers 
have to cope twenty-four hours a day, every day 
of the year, with a child who is growing 
physically older and heavier and is still in 
nappies. 


So Longfields provides the daily relief for 
these mothers and gives these heavily-handi- 
capped spastics the company of other people 
instead of being shut up in one room, day after 
day. 

The achievement of which the Swansea 
Spastics Group is probably most proud of is 
the setting up of a work centre for teenagers 
who have left their physically handicapped 
school but who are unable to find work in the 
community. 


in 1962 


The work centre was started in 1962. The 
employees, whose ages range from sixteen to 
thirty, undertake a variety of jobs including 
printing, assembly work and handicrafts—all of 
which are sold to the general public. Some sub- 
contracting work is also done there. 


Started 


When the work centre began it was housed 
in Longfields, but last year saw the opening of 
the new, purpose-built work centre for twenty- 
six employees. The cost of the extra building 
was £34,000, of which £20,000 was given by 
The Spastics Society in London, 


I am a spastic, completely 
wheelchair - bound, though 
able, with a struggle, to dress 
myself, although my arms 
and legs have a habit of 
jumping about all over the 
place out of my control. My 
speech is understandable, 
though slurred. 


It was five years ago when an 
able-bodied friend and I saw 
an advertisement about a tour 
of classical Italy. We had for 
some time discussed the pos- 
sibility, of taking such a_holi- 
day without really doing any- 
thing definite about it. This 
time we decided to try it. 


I answered the advertise- 
ment, told them about my 
physical condition, and also 
that my friend was quite able 
and prepared to do all those 
things for me which i could 
not manage for myself. 


Soon I received a letter from 
the organiser of the tour, who 
was from the headquarters of 
the Women’s Section of Toc H, 
to say that she had been in 
touch with the travel agents 
who were handling the trip 
and they were quite willing to 
let me go under the conditions 
I had given. 


I do not intend to make this 
an article on the beauties 
and wonders of Italy. This 
has been done so many 
times and so much better 
than I could ever hope to 
do, but I would like to 
mention one or two points 
which came out of the 
trip which might be a 
help to anyone thinking 
of making a similar effort. 


First, if the tour is to 
start by flying from this 
country, do not worry. All 
airlines are quite used to 
handling disabled people, 
and it is my experience 
from this, and_ other 
flights taken since that 
the air hostesses will go 
out of their way to make 
you comfortable. 


In my case, they put 
me aboard the plane and 
got me settled down before 
allowing the other passengers 
on board. 


Those needing assistance will 
be carried on to the plane 
quite easily and gently, and 
airports have wheelchairs to 
take passengers to the plane 
if necessary. Incidentally, it 
is worth noting that a folding 
wheelchair can be taken on 
most flights without its weight 
being counted in one’s per- 
sonal weight allowance. 


When I got to Italy I found 
that the courier, a young 
Italian who was to be guide, 
comforter and friend to our 
party of 40 for the next 15 
days, had been put completely 
in the picture about me from 
his headquarters and had made 
certain special arrangements 
at various points of the trip. 


It had been arranged, for 
instance, that at every hotel 
we were to stay my friend and 
I were to share a double room. 


This was very convenient, 


Seer 


‘My Tour ina 
Wheelchair’ 


Tom Gair of the Northumberland Cheshire 
Home at Marten Hall, gives an encourag- 
ing account of a holiday trip abroad when 
every difficulty was swept aside with ease. 


because although I am not 
now particularly self-conscious 
about my disability, it meant 
that I could go ahead and 
dress in my usual manner, 
which includes getting on my 
knees sometimes as a _ sub- 
stitute for standing, without 
embarrassing strangers. 


Even in Venice, where I had 
visualised difficulties, all was 
plain sailing. At the gondola 
station two husky gondoliers 
lifted me quickly but carefully 
and placed me in a comfortable 
seat. 


Moonlight Trip 


This moonlight trip was one 
of the most memorable of my 
holiday, possibly because, once 
again, something which had 
appeared to be out of my 
reach had proved to be quite 


Mr. Tom Gair typewriting. 


easy when tackled. | 
In Florence, too, I had an 
example of just how keen the 
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members of my party were to 
help me. 

We arrived at a famous art 
gallery, where I discovered to 
my horror that we had to 
climb six flights of stairs. I 
said I would wait in the coach, 
but the men insisted on split- 
ting up into groups of four 
and carrying my chair and I, 
each group taking me up one 
flight, while the women went 
ahead, clearing a way through 
the crowds. 

As I was being thus carried 
downstairs, one of the ladies 
glanced up at us and burst 
out laughing. When we 
reached the ground floor and 
we were giving the men a 
chance to recover their breath, 
I asked her what she was 
laughing at. 

“Well, Tom, I’ve never seen 
anything so much like a 
Roman emperor with his 
bearers,” she replied. 

This emphasises an im- 
portant point. One cannot 
expect everything to go 
according to plan, and 
there must. always be 
problems. But I think if 
one can try to see the 
funny side of things, they 
are not nearly as serious 
as they might at first 
seem. 


Once I was sitting out- 
side the hotel door in 
Rome until my friends 
were ready, talking to the 
hall porter, who spoke a 
little English. 


Quietly and. unobtru- 
sively, an old lady came 
over and pushed a coin 
into my hand. At first, I 
did not realise what was 
happening until the porter 
hurled a stream of Italian at 
her. She retreated with a red 
face, and I realised that she 
had thought I was a beggar! 


Prete ats Prs. @ 12/- 
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Book Review 


Interviewing Children and 
Adolescents by JOHN RICH 


Macmillan, 28/- (119 pages) 


THIS SMALL BOOK is the work of a psychiatrist, now 
resident in Canada, who was trained and worked for a 
number of years in London. It provides a general introduction 
to the subject of the interview and then deals more particu- 
larly with the special problems and difficulties facing the 
adult who must for one reason or another communicate with 
children. It is not written from the point of view of any 
particular discipline, but is directed at the newcomer to the 


general field of interviewing. 


The book develops in an easy and unforced way. The 
definition of an interview as ‘a meeting of persons face to 
face to confer on some point’ (with its corollary that we have 
all of us been interviewing all our lives) leads on to a con- 
sideration of the many different purposes an interview can 
serve, and then to an examination of the way in which a 
particular aim can influence the structure of the interview 
situation and demand an atmosphere of greater or less 


formality. 


Central to the book is the 
acceptance of communication 
as a two way process. This 
means that what is empha- 
Sised in the interview situa- 
tion is the interplay between 
two or more people who are 
viewed as not only talking to, 
but also influencing, each 
other. 


In the light of this interplay 
attention is drawn to some of 
the main personal and situa- 
tional factors which can help or 
hinder the process of communi- 
cation; that is those factors 
which may encourage co-opera- 
tion, those which may increase 
opposition or conflict, or those 
which perhaps sometimes 
merely create a condition of 
cross-purposes and confusion. 


Simple but Adequate 


The importance of verbal 
communication and the reveal- 
ing nature of non-verbal com- 
munication is examined, simply 
but adequately, and some 
special difficulties which seem 
to arise mainly from differences 
in social and cultural back- 
ground are also considered. 

Finally, there is a chapter 
on Assessment and Recording. 
Here the element of subjectiv- 


ity and relative unreliability 
are noted, and the limited value 
of the interview procedure as a 
technique is admitted. However, 
it is rightly claimed that it has 
value when combined with a de- 
tailed history and objective 
tests. 

A few imaginary interviews 
are provided in which the mat- 
erial and comments have been 
deliberately simplified and 
which serve to illustrate some 
of the points made in the body 
of the book. 

The book is written simply 
and unpretentiously, quite with- 
out jargon, and provides a brief 
but sound survey of the subject 
of interviewing in general. It 
does not gloss over difficulties, 
but makes it plain that effec- 
tive interviewing is a complex 
skill, difficult to acquire, and 
that the good interviewer must 
not only be humane, sensitive 
and mature, but must, above 
all, possess a humility which 
allows him to question his own 
thinking conclusions. 

This is a well-produced book 
that can be recommended to the 
non-specialist, or to anyone who 
wishes to obtain a bird’s eye 
view of this difficult and in- 
creasingly important area of 
work. 

F. G. M. 


JUST WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED 


$.0.S. member, Derek Nimmo introduces his baby son Piers to Lord 
Hill of Luton at a recent “Market in Honey Lane.’”’ This event was 
organised by the Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics Group, who 
had decorated their stalls in the style of those in the popular television 
market, About £1,000 was raised for local spastic children. 


(Photo: The Luton News) 


INTRODUCTION TO DESIGN = 


— ‘work urgently needed ’ 


RICHARD GRAY, Head of The 


says 
Spastics Society's Technical Services Dept. 
I KNEW OF THE “DISABLED LIVING ACTIVITIES 


GROUP’S” work, having seen their research team in action 
at their field trials Headquarters in Hampstead, so I eagerly 
awaited publication of this booklet. 

Alas, I must confess to some disappointment, the title 
turns out to be only too true—it is an Introduction and con- 
tains very little new information. One may say, “Well, what 
else did you expect, there is nothing wrong in using a label 
that accurately describes the contents.” Of course this is true, 
but one should, I think, pause to consider the reader at whom 
this survey is aimed—in this case an architect, having little 
or no knowledge of designing for the disabled. 


Skeleton guide notes such as 
these are not enough for some- 
one like that, as he has no 
facility or time for research. 
What is needed is information 
and data classified in such a 
manner that it can be used 


BEDFONT DOCUMENTARY WINS 


CINE-CLUB AWARD 
Publicity and Fund-Raising 


A USEFUL ADDITION TO 
THE SOCIETY’S FILM 
library is now available. 
Entitled “Holiday Hotel,” 
it describes a day at the 
Bedfont Hotel, Clacton- 
on-Sea, Essex. 


Filmed in colour, it was made 
by the Clacton Amateur 
Cine Club, with help from 
the Society, and won first 
prize in a competition organ- 
ised by the Essex Federation 
of Amateur Cine Clubs. 

The film opens with a long 
panning shot with music over 
—that brings us from the pier 
on a hazy morning up to the 


Hotel, where staff are already - 


getting busy while the lucky 
visitors are still a-bed. 


Then one sees the normal 
routine of getting up, shaving 
and dressing, with the assist- 
ance of the willing team of 
helpers. Then some visitors 
go down to the sea for a bathe 


Ministry Film Shows the 
Way Ahead 


A NEW FILM ON THE RE- 
SETTLEMENT OF THE 
DISABLED was previewed 
recently at the Vickers 
Cinema in Millbank Tower, 
next to the Tate Gallery in 
London. 

Entitled “The Way 
Back,” it endeavoured to 
show how the Ministry of 
Labour (now known as the 
Department of Employ- 
ment and _ Productivity) 
trains or re-trains those 
who have suffered disable- 
ment or injury to enable 
them to become wage 
earners again, and take 
their part in society. 

Mr. Ernest Fernyhough, 
Joint Parliamentary Under- 
Secretary to the Department of 
Employment and Productivity, 
in introducing the film, said 
that it was always his belief 
that the majority of disabled 
people who are capable of work 
ean hold their own with fit 
workers. 


Reliable Information 


It was, therefore, essen- 
tial for the Ministry to have 
reliable information about 
working capacity and here they 
relied heavily on the medical 
profession to identify the de- 
gree and nature of a person’s 
disability as far as possible. 

Dr. Stephen Mattingly, who 


has been Regional Medical 
Adviser of London and S.E. 
Region of the Department of 
E. & P. since 1960, took up this 
point. 

He claimed that although an 
efficient and dedicated service 
was provided by the Depart- 
ment, very few doctors knew 
anything about it. 


Link with Hospitals 


He hoped this film would help 
to get the message across, It 
was specifically designed to 
link the hospitals with the 
Department — and with indus- 
try. 

There are 16 Industrial Re- 
habilitation Units scattered 
round the country, with three 
in Scotland and two in Wales. 
Some of them are residential. 

In the year 1966, nearly 
12,000 people were admitted to 
the I.R.U.s and of these over 
60 per cent were in work or 
accepted for training within 
three months of completing the 
course. 

This is an _ encouraging 
figure when you consider the 
cost in human distress that 
results from the bread-winner 
in the family becoming unem- 
ployable. 

Unfortunately the film did 
little to bring this point out. 
The three or four cases that we 
saw being dealt with by the 
various agencies all turned out 
to be success stories. 
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The other grave objection to 
the film was that, according to 
the statistics, the two largest 
classes of affected people are 
(a) those with a spinal injury 
including paraplegia) and (b) 
those with a psycho-neurotic 
condition. 

Both of these types have 
been shown to respond to re- 
habilitation at least as well as, 
and in the case of psycho- 
neurotics, better than the aver- 
age, and one felt that one or 
other should have been in- 
cluded in the script. 

But however unimaginative 
the treatment may have been, 
it did bring out very clearly the 
important role played by the 
Disablement Resettlement Offi- 
cers of the Ministry of E. & P. 
—jin this case played by an 
actual D.R.O. 

The experience of the 
Society has not been univer- 
sally favourable to the effec- 
tiveness of the average D.R.O. 
as regards spastics, but never- 
theless theirs is a crucial co- 
ordinating function between 
the disabled, the Ministry, and 
Industry, and where they really 
know their job they can do a 
very great deal to help. 


O.R.B. 


The film is in black and white 
and runs for 21 minutes. [t was 
made by World Wide Pictures 
Ltd. and is available for hire 
from: The Central Film Library, 
Government Building, Bromyard 
Avenue, Acton, London, W233, 
and from its associate libraries: 
The Scottish Film Library and 
Central Film Library of Wales. 
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from the Special Bedfont 
Beach-Hut, and one is carried 
bodily in a deck-chair into the 
water. All these activities 
are closely supervised by the 
resident, unofficial ‘warden’ 
the collie-dog ‘Whisky’! 


After lunch, a party go over in 
the Hotel’s blue mini-bus to 
Flatford Mill, in the Con- 
stable country, for an outdoor 
sketching expedition and a 
picnic. Then home, for tea 
and Bingo. 


IMPACT 


This simple framework does not 
covey the impact of the film 
which does show the pleasure 
which these adult spastics, 
unaccompanied by their own 
relatives, get from this wel- 
come break by the sea-side; 
some may have never had a 
holiday ‘on their own’ before. 


It was clear throughout that no 
trouble was too great for the 
staff to cope with and Mrs. 
J. P. R. Molyneaux must be 
proud of them. 


She herself features in the last 
sequence where she is seen at 
her -desk working at the 
accounts. Each visitor pays 
£10 per week, but this does 
not anywhere near cover the 
running costs, and constant 
efforts have to be made to try 
and raise funds to defray the 
balance of the cost which is 
paid by the Society. 

It is hoped that this film, which 

can be shown at suitable 


events, will go some way to 
bring the needs of the Hotel 
to the attention of well- 
intentioned people. The 
Hotel really requires a 
‘heated, 
pool, and a larger coach. 


NO ‘LONGUEURS’ 


‘Holiday Hotel’ runs for about 
16 mins., the commentary was 
spoken by Mr. Pryce, the 
owner of the nearby large 
‘Hotel, The Waverly, and it 
was there that the prize- 
giving took place, which gave 
valuable publicity to the 
production. 

Mr. S. Manasseh, a local farmer, 
was the cameraman, and most 
efficient he was too. The film 
was well edited, it had none 
of the ‘longeurs’ usually 
associated with amateur film- 
making; the processing was 
the only part done profes- 
sionally. 

O.R.B. 


SUCCESSFUL FUND-RAISER 


covered swimming - 


according to the type of handi- 
cap for which the architect is 
designing, not, one hastens to 
add, an impressive list of finite 
dimensions as used in some 
other handbooks on designing 
for the disabled. 


These are misleading to the — 


lay architect in that he has not 
sufficient knowledge to evalu- 
ate the usefulness of the data 
given against the particular 
difficulties of the handicapped 
person for whom he is design- 
ing. 


An example of this can be 
seen with an athetoid. Whilst 
an anthropometric study shows 
maximum arm reach, this in 
itself means nothing; what 
needs to be shown is the useful 
reach, i.e. at what height can 
a glass of water be picked up 
with certainty? 


There is no doubt that Mr. 
Walters’ follow-up notes wiil 
provide fresh and novel think- 
ing which will fill considerable 
gaps in our knowledge, par- 
ticularly in regard to toilet and 
bathroom layout and design. 
Work of this nature, backed by 
field trials, is urgently needed, 
and speaking somewhat rhetor- 
ically and: certainly as one with 
a vested interest, I would have 
preferred this material to have 
been published before the guide 
notes. : 


(Top) Ten-year-old Shelagh Bennett presents a bouquet to Lady Bowes Lyon after she had arrived at the 
annual Spastics Ball held at Hitchin Town Hall in March. Also in the picture are Mrs. Molly Wilson who 
organised the Ball and Mr. Keith Bennett, Chairman of Hitchin Group. The Bail raised £400. 


(Photo: Herts Pictorial) 


KEEPING FIT HELPS EXETER. (Above) After a successful Dance held at the Civic Hall, Exeter, a cheque 
for £155 was presented to Mrs. Kay Vranch by Mrs. H. Pike, who runs the Keep Fit Clubs in the district. 
(Left to right): Miss L. Pike, Miss P. Brunsdon, Mrs. H. Pike, Mr. J. Pike, Mrs. C. E. Veanch (Hon. Sec., 
Exeter and Torbay Society), Miss M. Gollop, who was in charge of refreshments, and Mrs. Vranch’s son, 


Mr. A. Montgomery. 
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JUNE 1968 


SPASTICS NEWS Il 


HOMEWORK 
DEPARTMENT 


More 
Incentives 


A new 4-colour show-card 
Is now available for the 
display and advertising of 
jewellery made by spastic 
homeworkers, The cards 
are offered free of charge 
to Groups. 
* * *K 

In addition to the normal 
discounts off Group sales of 
jewellery, the Homework 
Section now offers further 
incentive discounts up to 
333%. 


Please write to the Home- 
work Manager for details. 


FUND RAISING 


QUALITY BALL PENS 
Fully Guaranteed 
DIESTAMPED WITH UP TO 
33 GOLD LETTERS 


36/- per Gross post paid 
BIG DISCOUNT ON LARGER 
ORDERS. SAMPLES FREE. 
SALE OR RETURN. 
ABBEY WHOLESALE SUPPLY 
1407 Leek Road 
ABBEY HULTON 
S-0-T Staffs, 


THE GROUP entered by Miss 
Betty Topping at the Hickstead 
show-ground last month aimed 
to show that even the youngest 
child can benefit. Singing 
seems to help the children to 


these younger children to do 


99 
x 28 approx.). Ideal for beneficial exercises which 


older physically handicap- 
ped child. Very strong, 
with firm box-spring mat- 
tress. Original cost £25— 
now £10. ’Phone War- 
grave (near Reading) 380. 


for them. 

Thanks are due to _ the 
ponies, who invariably show 
their best behaviour when 
carrying disabled children, and 
to the pony-leaders and helpers. 


Remember June 22nd 


—its ‘Shut-Ins Day’ 


THE FIRST SUNDAY in June is known internationally as Shut- 
In’s Day, when active people are asked to remember those who 
are unable to get about. On this special day, and any time, visitors 
mean so much to the handicapped, sick and lonely, whether they 
are in hospital, at home or in a residential centre. Flowers, maga- 
zines, cards or toys show that somebody cares and to be taken 
out in a chair or car is a special treat. 


To be put in touch with Shut-Ins who live in your area, please 
write to:— 


Miss Elsie Harley, 

The Shut-In’s Day Association, 
Sellindge, 

Ashford, 

Kent. 


Social Workers Required 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY have the following vacancies for 
qualified and experienced SOCIAL WORKERS to be based 
at their new Family Services and Assessment Centre in 
Fitzroy Square, London, W.1.— 


(1) Two Social Workers, one to work mainly with 
children and families, one to work mainly with 
adolescents and adults. 


(2) Senior Social Worker (Assessment) to work with 
. children and families and to co-ordinate the services 
_ of paediatricians, psychiatrists and psychologists. 
Candidates with Applied Social Studies or the 
Mental Health Course would be preferred. 


(3) Co-ordinating Social Worker (Regions) to co-ordi- 

nate the work of 18 full and part time Regional 

Social Workers based throughout England and 
' Wales. Administrative ability essential. 


7 


Selected candidates will work as members of a lively and 
effective team but will have considerable individual responsi- 
bilities and above average scope to use their own judgement 
and initiative. Posts (1) and (3) will involve extensive 
travelling nationally. 


Salaries on recognised Social Worker scales. Conditions of 
_ service are excellent. aay 


2 sie, Please send letters of application to The Secretary, The 
| stics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London W.1. 
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relax, especially those inclined 


to tense muscular spasms. 
COT FOR SALE Actions combined with the 
Extra Large Cot for sale (54” nursery rhymes_ encouraged 


might otherwise become boring 


CHAMPIONS IN PLAY. 


Miss Joyce Gardiner “breaks off’ in her exhibition match of billiards 
and snooker with Jackie Ray (centre), played at Skipton Working 
Men’s Club, Yorks. Club President, Mr. James Fox (left) looks on. 


(Photo: Craven Herald). 


The only match this month is on June 6th, when Rae Rearden 
will be playing at Deddington British Legion Club, Oxford. 


SINGING HELPS RIDING 


All the able-bodied young 
people taking part were either 
past or present regular riders 
of the ponies concerned; their 
ages ranged from 9-21 years 
and among their number was a 
speech therapist, a physiothera- 
pist and a trainee school- 
teacher. 


The display was, in fact, a 
youthful endeavour that re- 
flects credit on all concerned. 


Riders taking part: 
Elaine Honisett 
Sally-Anne Pearson 
Bobby Crowhurst 
Devina Hitchman 
Battle Day Centre 
Rowena Pinker 
David Jones 
Who gave a lead to our 
display, though really cap- 
able of more advanced 
riding. 
Susan Beney 
Linda Millest 
“Reserve” riders who 
demonstrated grooming 
and tack cleaning at the 
static display stand. 


R.P.P. Looks 


SPECIAL category for old 
age pensioners is included 
in a holidays competition in the 


current issue of “Extra”, Reg- 
ional Pool Promotions news- 


MRS. WALKER 


MBS. E. Walker of Buxton, 

Derbyshire, is a sprightly 
80-year-old with a real interest 
in life. Asked for a way in 
which she would “blow” £50 on 
an absolutely selfish, trivial, un- 
necessary luxury, she said she 
would go to the races—and 
NOT back a winner. 

And that was good enough 
for Mrs. Walker to win £750 
top prize in “Extra”, Regional 
Pool Promotions mini-news- 
paper for members of “The 
Spastics” weekly competitions. 

Mrs. Walker’s “all correct” 
winning line was one of only 
two received and her “tie- 
breaker” races comment deci- 
ded the issue. 
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£171 — in 
two months 


THE CAMBRIDGE AND DIS- 
TRICT Spastics Society have 
in the past two months raised 
the sum of £171. The first £20 
was raised on February 2nd 
with a film and variety show 
held at St. Raphael Club and 
attended by over 100 people. 
Two films concerning spastics 
were shown by the _ East 
Anglian Regional Officer, Mr. 
Harry Knight and the variety 
was performed by teenagers 
from two local schools, The 
County High School for Girls, 
and the Perse School for Boys, 
these teenagers are volunteers 
of Cambridge Youth Action. 


On April 6th a Bring & Buy 
Sale was held at the Roger 
Ascham School and £36 was 
raised. During the afternoon 
our Easter Raffle was drawn by 
Mr. Knight, all the prizes were 
donated by local traders and 
included Gift Tokens, Flowers, 
Fruit, Dolls, Sherry and a 
lovely Easter Cake. The Raffle 
raised £115. 


REPRIEVE 
FOR ILFORD 


REDBRIDGE COUNCIL have 
played fairy godmother to 
Ilford, Romford and District 
Spastie Association by extend- 
ing the lease on their meeting 
hall for another six months. 


The hall, in Barkingside, was 
due to be demolished when the 
lease ended in August to make 
room for a new car park. But 
the council have now given the 
association a six-months 
reprieve while they find alter- 
native accommodation. 


“We have not been able to 
find another hall and because 
of this our membership was 
dropping,’ .said Mrs. Cecily 
McCaul, the Association’s sec- 
retary. “But this reprieve will 
give us more time to look for 
something and we hope to build 
up the membership again.” 


After O.A.P’s 


paper for members of “the 
Spastics’” weekly competitions. 

Top prize in the competition 
is £250 and second and third 
prizes are £100 and £50 respec- 
tively. In addition there are 100 
holidays for two. Half of these 
will be allocated to old age pen- 
sioners and any winner in the 
“under 60’s or 65’s” not able to 
take advantage of the holiday 
this year can nominate an old 
age pensioner in their place. 

Theme for the competition is 
a seaside concert party—and 
like the competition says, any- 
one remembering the top enter- 
tainers of 20 or 30 years ago is 
in with a head start. 

The holiday prizes have been 
arranged with Pontins and they 
will be available later in the 
year. 


DODDY MAN SAYS 


“JOIN” 


EN Dodd, a keen fan of the 
“Spastics” weekly compet- 
itions, has written an article for 
the current issue of “Extra”, 
Regional Pool Promotions mini- 
newspaper. In it he urges all 
members to wear the Spastics 
League Club Badge. 

“When we meet each other in 
the street we could stop and 
speak—and we could also 
tackle the folk who have not 
got badges and see if they 
would like to help us,” he says. 

The May/June issue of 
“Extra” is now being distribu- 
ted free of charge to all mem- 
bers who contribute to the 
weekly competitions. 


EMPLOYMENT NEWS 


Recent news includes the 


following items: 

MARTIN ALPERT from Step- 
ney is working at the London 
Hospital. 

ANTHONY BAKER from 
Wellington who trained at 
Sherrards is working as a cap- 
stan operator for Joseph Sankey 
& Sons Ltd. 


JOHN BATES from Birming- 
ham who has for some time 
been employed at the Society’s 
Meadway Works is now with the 
Westley Tool Co. in Birming- 
ham as a capstan operator. 


RAYMOND ELLIS from Hor- 
sham who completed a course 
of Further Education at Dene 
Park last year has been work- 
ing for some time as a porter 
for a local grocery store. 
PETER HARRIS from Walla- 
sey has been working for some 
time at Industria (Bearings) 
Northern Ltd. He is employed 
on messenger duties. 

PAUL HODGETTS from East- 
leigh who trained at Sherrards 
has commenced work locally as 
an engineering apprentice with 
the Hallmark Engineering Co. 
Ltd. 

COLIN KNOWLES SMITH who 
is living at the Society’s Wood- 
ford hostel has a new job and 
is working as a coder at J. H. 
Minet & Co. Ltd. 

JOHN KOLAD from Burton- 
on-Trent who trained at the 


Chester Office Training Centre 
is working locally in the Clerical 
Department of Condor (Mid- 
lands) Ltd. 


JOHN MILES from Southamp- 
ton changed his job and has 
been working since February 
as a car cleaner. 


TREVOR MONK from Cheshunt 
is working for Hays Interna- 
tional at Waltham Abbey — he 
will shortly be going on to 
bench work. 

GRAHAM NIXON from Hemel 
Hempstead who trained at 
Sherrards is now employed as 
an assistant storekeeper by 
Goodman & Vandervier (Van- 
guard Products) in Little 
Gaddesden. 

RONALD PARKER from Lich- 
field has commenced work as 
a trainee chef at the Bowling 
Green Hotel in Lichfield. 


OLIVER PAXTON from Wat- 
ford who trained at Sherrards 
has a new job as a porter/ 
messenger at the Mount Vernon 
Hospital, Northwood. 


ANTHONY THORNTON from 
Ilton has been working since 
February at Brights in Bristol. 
ALLAN CHARLES WILSON 
from Eastcote has been em- 
ployed as a process operator by 
J. Allen & Sons Ltd., Hayes 
since February, 1968. 

JEAN LOWE from Beeston is 
working in a local factory doing 
a variety of sewing jobs. 


THE NEW REGIONS 


The dates of setting up the basic framework of the new Regions are:— 


North East Region 


S.R.O. Gp. Capt. W. A. L. Davis 


Ist May 


Royal Chambers, 
Station Parade, 
Harrogate, Yorks. 


North West Region 


S.R.O. Mr. R. J. F. Whyte 


~ Ist May 


89 Oxford Street, 
« Manchester, 1. 


Midlands Region 


S.R.O. Mr. M. R. Venables 


Ist June 


Vehicle G General House, 
Hurst Street, 
Birmingham, 5. 


West Region 


S.R.O. Mr. D. S. Hutcheson 


Ist June 


St. John’s House, 
60 Stapleton Road, 
Taunton, Somerset. ~ 


East Region 


S.R.O. Brig. C. V. Halden 


Ist June 


Harrold House, 
Harrold, Bedford. 


South East Region 


S.R.O. Miss C. Mould 


Ist June 


12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1. 


It will take at least 18 months to complete all the changes and get 
the new organisation properly ‘‘run-in’’. 


SPASTICS CARDS LTD., 


available. 


Excellent value is offered, 


New lines have been introduced too! 
packs of five making present wrapping easy, also, a beautifully 
framed Canvatex Print of an October Woodland Scene. 


Calendars too—the range has been enlarged to include an Engage- 
ment Calendar and an attractive Variety Views Calendar AND 
TWO DIFFERENT THREE-DIMENSIONAL MOBILE ADVENT 


CALENDARS. 


| For further information please write to:— 


Spastics Cards Lid. 


The Ridgeway, Iver, Bucks., Tel: Iver 1930. 
ta’ 90n% 


on sat G6 G4 NG FU i 


Order Your Christmas Cards Now! 


A new, exciting range of Christmas merchandise for 1968 is now 


* 


right through the range from the 
Spastics Printed, Modern and Old Masters Series to the Big Value 
Pack—al] at competitive prices. 


Colourful GIFT BOXES in 
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On the occasion of the Oxford 


SEEN 


Eduation Seminar, the Oxford- 
shire Spastics Society played host 


to a number of guests from the 


AT THE 


Conference, at their nice little cen- 


tre in the grounds of Churchill 


OXFORD 
CENTRE 


Hospital, Mr. Geoffrey Swann, a 
Headmaster of a School for the 
Handicapped in Australia is seen 
above chatting to Mrs. Wakefield 


and Mrs. Leighfield. 


RECEPTION 


There was an account of the 
doings at the Centre in Spastics 


News, May, 1967. 


people 
IN- 
THE NEWS 


The Director, Mr. James Loring 
with the Chairman of the Oxford 
Society, Mrs. D. Wiggins, whose 
daughter Lyn, goes to the Centre. 


NEW WARDEN OF PONDS HOME 


Mr. S. V. Cleaver. 


IT WAS ANNOUNCED re- 
cently in Spastics News that, 
after twelve years, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown were leaving Ponds. 
A successor to Mrs. Brown as 
Warden has been found from 
within the Society. 

Mr. S. V. Cleaver, the Bursar 
at Meldreth Training School 


YOU CAN 
BUILD UP 


for the last two years, is taking 
up his new position in June. 

After fifteen years’ service in 
the Army, Mr. Cleaver came 
out in 1946 and went to Uganda 
to assist with the rehabilita- 
tion of ex-servicemen, some of 
them disabled. 

On completion of that pro- 
ject in 1951, he became Works 
Supervisor and Apprentice 
Master at the Kampala Techni- 
cal Institute. Here, his early 
training in cabinet - making 
stood him in good stead, as he 
taught woodwork and technical 
drawing. 

In 1956, he transferred to 
the Ministry of Education and 
was seconded to the Native 
Anglican Church, subsequent- 
ly becoming Headmaster and 
Principal. 

After that he took-on the job 
of Principal of a Technical 
Training College in Uganda. 

Retiring from the Colonial 
Service in 1965, he went to 
Meldreth. His genuine involve- 
ment with spastics will ensure 


HELP 


CIRCULATION 


Get your friends, relations to subscribe... 
Buy a year’s subscription for a Spastic... 
Persuade “Spastic Pool” members to subscribe... 


Bring in advertising... 


CIRCULATION UP TO 70,000 
PRICE DOWN TO 9Qd. 


(including postage) 


By changing the NEWS from a magazine to a 
newspaper, costs have been cut nearly 20% 


THIS BENEFIT IS BEING PASSED ON TO 


READERS 


Circulation has jumped from 11,000 to 70,000 and is 


climbing steadily. 


TARGET: 100,000 IN 6 MONTHS 


You can help to reach this circulation where advertising 
will make the NEWS a big income earner for Spastics. 


issue. 


(Block capitals please) 


Send to: 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


1 want to help build the SPASTICS NEWS circulation. Please 
send until further notice, to the name and address below, the NEW 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription 
rate of 9/- including postage, starting with the.......sseccccscsseee 


| enclose a cheque/postal order for 9/-. 
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, Editor, Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London, WI. 
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him a warm welcome at Ponds 
Home and we wish him the 
best of luck. 


Mr. Ray Biddle, of Halesowen, 
in the electric-powered wheel- 
chair he has designed. At his 
right hand is the “joystick” 
control to make the chair go 
backwards or forwards at about 
$ m.p.h, powered by two small 
motors. Suzanne (right), Mr. 
Biddle’s eight-year-old daugh- 
ter, shows how the 28lb. wheel- 
chair can be lifted easily into 
a car boot. 


(Photo: The Birmingham Post) 


Published by The Spastics Society, 12 Park caus gh Pr Sen W.1. 


She makes it 


Their 


Easter 
Bonnets 
made the 


Grade! 


look so easy 


Printed by Bristol United 
odfrey Lang Ltd., Cliffords Inn, London, E 
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At the Easter Bonnet Parade run by the Shoulder of Mutton public 
house, Owlswick, Bucks., Grandma (right) got in on the act and 
won first prize. She was the licensees’s wife, Mrs. F. D. Sawyer, 
who had made herself a superb confection out of a basket which 
her grand-daughter had brought back from Tunisia. The glamorous 
runners-up were (left) 15-year-old Miss Sharon Powell and 21- 


year-old Miss Valerie Walker. 
men and one donkey. 


TERRY 
ENJOYED 
THE TRIP 


When the Fire Escape Chute 
was officially o,,‘ned at the 
Brighton, Hove and _ District 
Society Centre at Hamilton 
House, four - year - qld Terry 
Boyle from Lancing descended 
from the first floor and obvi- 
ously enjoyed the experience. 
Chairman of Hove Round 
Table, Mr. D. Hazelgrove, is 
here seen meeting Terry at the 
bottom with Ald. Dudley Baker, 
chairman of Brighton Group. 
The chute, which is made of 
fibreglass, cost £500 and is a 
welcome and necessary addi- 
tion to the equipment at the 
Centre. 

(Photo: Brighton 


Evening Argus) 


7 Ltd., Silver Street, Bristol, 1. In association with 


“U., 


Also ran were ten children, nine 
The event raised £13 10s. 


(Photo: Bucks Advertiser) 


